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PREFACE. 



We had no intention of saying more in the way of 
introduction to this little Work than what we have 
said in the First Chapter ; but inasmuch as the notice 
of its publication has called forth remarks in various 
newspapers, we think it just to ourselves and due to 
our readers, again to protest against the unfounded 
and absurd assumption that we, and all who write on 
the subject of Scripture prediction, pretend to pos- 
sess prophetic power or insight We do no such 
thing. We do our best to explain a portion of the 
Word of God, which is not only extremely interest- 
ing but most important, and all the more important 
because it seems so much neglected and misunder- 
stood. The London Standard, of August 23d, con- 
tained a leading article devoted to us and our former 
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works, the spirit, tone, and general character, of 
which were eminently representative of that hostility 
which a large portion of the newspapers press mani- 
fest towards those who venture to give an explanation 
of Bible prophecy. Such critics speak as if the very 
attempt were a presumption, and as if the exposition 
given must be nonsense. Is that portion of the 
Bible, then, a sealed mystery, not to be studied, and 
not to be understood, even remotely ? or do the con- 
clusions of interpreters make religion too real for the 
secular tastes and perhaps sceptical notions of mere 
political writers ? The hostility to which we refer must 
be based on one or other of these grounds, because 
it takes the form not of criticism but of scoffing, 
taunting vituperation ; the lowest motives are attri- 
buted to those who take up the subject, and, under 
cover of a notice of their productions, an opportunity 
is taken to make an attack on the Bible itself. 

The writer in the Standard declares that the 
eleven years which have elapsed since the issue of 
our pamphlet, " The Coming Struggle," have not 
brought to pass any of the events which we there 
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anticipated. Well, but have these eleven years falsi- 
fied our interpretation ? On the contrary, we assert 
that the events which have occurred, have been plainly 
in the direction indicated, and have produced a situa- 
tion of affairs in Europe whick points significantly to 
such occurrences as we declared, and still declare, to 
be Bible predictions soon to come to pass. Two of 
the chief events anticipated in the " Struggle," were 
war between France and Austria, and the seizure of 
Constantinople by Eussia. Now in • the interval 
which has elapsed, have not France and Austria been 
at war? and did not Eussia make an attempt on 
Turkey? Are not France and Austria natural ene- 
mies at this moment, and is not Eussia ready still to 
make an attack on the Sultan ? The Crimean War 
and the Italian Campaign are strong testimonies to 
the correctness of our interpretation, and will be con- 
sidered sq by those who honestly, earnestly, and reli- 
giously examine the question. 

It is to the Christian faith and the religious feel- 
ing of the people of this country that we address 
ourselves. Those who believe in the Bible, and love 
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' ^^and reverence the sublime truths it reveals, will not 
scoff or sneer at an effort made to render these truths 

• .clearer and more precious by a fuller possession. 
Believing, as we do most firmly, that the events of 
latter-day prophecy are on the eve of fulfilment, and 

. that these events at* of the character indicated in 
this little Work, we send it forth in the hope that it 
will help to prepare the Christian people in this 
country, or wherever it may be read, for " the time of 
trouble that is coming upon the earth," and for the 
dread realities which the approaching war among the 
nations shall precede and usher in. 



October 1864. 
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THE FUTURE. 



CHAPTER 1/ 

IN EXPLANATION. 



It has been the ardent desire of man in all ages 
to get a glimpse into futurity. This desire be- 
longs to no particular period of human history, 
to no particular tribe or nation, and to no state 
or condition. It is a wish which is universal, 
residing in the breast of the barbarian and the 
civiHsedy. in the heathen and the Christian 
heart. In the dark and superstitious ages 
clever and unscrupulous men took advantage 
of the popular wish and the popular ignorance, 
to pf^ftend to a 4qi6wledge of the future, and 
the oracles which they $et up were surrounded 
by creduloiA inquirers. In our own^land tfcf 
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belief in fortunetellers hajau pot become quite 
.. ftxtinct. Intelligence- and education have done 
a vast deal to banish tie Superstition, but it 
lingers still among the- lower orders in England, 
and in the Highlands of Scotland and Wales. 
Yes, the future has a *tnange fascination for 
man, and many are the attempts he makes to 
lift the veil which conceals it. The knowledge 
of the past and the present does not suffice for 
him ; he longs to get a glance of the future like- 
wise. This is natural to his position as ft fallen 
being. His sinfulness has robbed his nature of 
its rights, and filled it with many wants. It 
has surrounded him with suffering and sorrow, 
and he looks to the future for that satisfaction 
and peace which the present does not yield, yet 
which his nature instinctively seeks after and 
expects. From the future he has much both to 
hope and fear. And most intensely does he 
strive to discover the secrets it contains, and 
know the events that are to come to pass. 

As a general rule, the veil which hangs over 
the future affords a blessed concealment. Were 
men to know that which was to befall them indi- 
vidually, what misery would the knowledge 
occasion! The trials in store for them would 
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overshadow alfrth^, blessings lrf ijieir Ut, and all •>•'. 
enjoymeiit'Wbuld baloel in ttitf anticipation *$£:*;*;• 
the sorrows that We»Q to co&flfc It i, therefore, * , 
not only a vain but an unwise thing to seek to 
gain in the present a knowledge* of the future, 
But in the case of ibmmunitite, and nations, 
and the World at large, the case is different. 
For a world in rebellion against its Maker and 
its King, it must be all-important to know the 
consequences of apostasy, and the time and 
manner of Divine retribution, and deliverance. 
God — who alone can see the end from tbe be- 
ginning — who alone can unveil the future — 
has, in His word of revelation, disclosed the 
rise, the career, and the .fall of Antichrist 
among the nations, '*nd these prophecies have 
been given for the benefit of His own people — 
for lessons of warning and instruction, for the 
strengthening of their faith, the brightening of 
their hope, the quickening of their zeal, and the 
increase of their joy. The wars *nd commo- 
tions which are to produce the destruction of 
the powers of evil are terrible in their character, 
and imply a time of trouble coming upon the 
earth, full of the darkest and direst calamity ; 
but inasmuch as it is to purge the earth of 
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corruption, and usher in the kingdom of Jesus, 
whose reign shall be in peace, and righteous- 
ness, and love, the Christian can look forward 
to the approaching and inevitable conflict, with 
calm confidence, as the necessary prelude to the 
long-predicted time of millennial glory. 

To the consideration of this gloomy, but 
eventually glorious future, we now address our- 
selves, taking for our guide the chart of un- 
fulfilled prophecy, and interpreting as well as 
we can, the figures and symbols, according to 
that spirit of prophecy which is the testimony 
of Jesus. Assuredly, the great leading events 
in the world's future are indicated in Scripture 
prophecy, — the overthrow of evil — the restora- 
tion of all things — the establishment of the Ke- 
deemer's kingdom — the resurrection of the saints 
— the thousand years of rest and peace — the 
a little season" of evil's final outbreak — the final 
resurrection and universal judgment — the utter 
destruction of Satan and all the hosts of iniquity 
— and the new heavens and the new earth 
which shall never pass away, but which shall 
become the eternal habitation ot the Lamb and 
Sis countless multitude of redeemed. These 
are the sublime events which Scripture prophecy 
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foreshadows ; and now when we attempt to de- 
scribe them accordirfg to the conceptions we 
have formed from a study of the Bible, we de- 
sire not to forget, and we ask our readers not 
to forget, that • all human description must be 
imperfect and fragmentary. We cannot ap- 
proach further than to a general idea ; but a 
general idea can be obtained, and it is, we think, 
the purpose of prophecy to convey it. The 
order of the events, and the agency by which 
they are accomplished, are in many instances 
only to be guessed at ; but if we realise some* 
what of their spiritual import, it is not of so 
much importance that we reach to an accurate 
understanding of minute details. There is room 
here, as elsewhere, for liberty of thought ; nay, 
on this subject, more than on any other, we 
think liberty of thought and variety of view 
should be looked for and allowed, for as yet we 
can only see through a glass darkly ; and amid 
the dim shadows and the hovering mists, the 
different watchers will not obtain either a clear- 
ness or oneness of vision. But if we approach 
the subject in a spirit of humility and earnest 
inquiry, the Spirit of the living God may open 
our eyes to behold the wondrous things de- 
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picted in prophetic vision ; and we may thereby 
come to share in the promise, " Blessed is he 
. that readeth, and they that hear the words of 
this prophecy, and keep the things which are 
written therein, for the time is at hand." 

Nothing ought to be more evident to every 
one than this, — that to prophesy is one thing, 
and to attempt an interpretation of prophecy is 
another and quite a different thing. Yet it has 
not unfrequently happened that those who have 
essayed the latter task have been styled would- 
be prophets, and their conclusions characterised 
as absurd and unwarrantable predictions. We, 
in common with others who have made Scrip- 
ture prophecy our study, and published the re- 
sult, have had to bear this unfair and unjust 
accusation. But there is this to be observed, 
that the accusation has for the most part come 
as a sneer from that portion of the press which 
manifests an aversion but thinly veiled to reli- 
gion in all its aspects. Those who brought it 
were intelligent enough to know that it was 
groundless ; but it served as a convenient oppor- 
tunity for having a fling at religion itself, and 
so it answered their purpose. Those who are 
disposed to reflect candidly on the matter will, 
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almost at a glance, perceive that he who endea- 
vours to interpret prophecy does not in so doing 
make any pretensions whatever to the prophetic 
gift. He is but an explainer, not a revealer; 
although, from the obscurity with which Scrip- 
ture prophecy is invested to the popular mind, 
the explanations he is enabled to give have 
often the startling aspect of revelations. In no 
real sense, however, are they such ; and no in- 
telligent mind will on reflection suppose them 
to be put forth by their authors with the faint- 
est shadow of such a pretension. 

We make this explanation at the beginning 
of this little work, not in the hope that it will 
prevent the sneer from being repeated in the 
quarter which we have already indicated, but 
in order that those who have no desire to miss 
the truth may not be misled by the taunting 
charge. Personally we care for no criticism 
that is malicious, and fear no opposition that is 
honestly maintained; but we do deprecate an 
injury done to truth by a hostility which has 
an aversion to the Bible and religion as its 
basis. 

This little book, then, contains no prophecy, 
but it does contain what the author believes to 
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be an explanation* of some of the grandest and 
most, awful prophecies in the Book of God — 
prophecies the fulfilment of which is near at 
hand, and shall involve the earth in a war so 
tremendous that history has nothing to equal it. 
Now if this be true, if such a world-.wide conflict 
is about to take place of a character so awful, 
and leading to issues most momentous, is it not 
of the utmost importance that the people of this 
country, at least, should have a knowledge of it 
as full and correct as possible? Why should it 
take the world wholly by surprise if it has been 
a matter of prediction, and if some idea of it is 
to be gained by a study of the prophecies which 
refer to it? Why is there prophecy in the Bible 
at all? "All scripture is given by inspiration 
of God," and every portion is there for human 
profit — those passages which indicate future 
events, not less than those which deal with 
Jewish history, or which contain the doctrines 
and precepts of the gospel. 

Clearly one of the uses of prophecy — whether 
the principal or not we shall not say — is to 
toable the Church of Christ and individual 
believers in Jesus to understand somewhat of 
the future history of the Church and the world, 
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that faith may be strengthened, and the know*, 
ledge of God's ways increased. Take all^pro- 
phecy away, and let the pious soul be con- 
fronted with nothing but a world full of wrong 
and oppression, scepticism, wickedness, and 
idolatry, and the sight must inevitably fill that 
soul with perplexity, doubt, and perhaps hope- 
less dismay. But in the glorious prospect 
opened up by Bible prophecy it finds refuge. 
From the dark world of the present it can look 
to a bright world of the future, in which the 
moral chaos shall have given place to a scene of 
order, harmony, and peace, and when the earth 
shall present a spectacle more trtte to its Divine 
Proprietor and Euler. Let it not be said, then, 
that Bible prophecy has no instructive or con- 
solatory use. 

But the question will naturally be put, What 
confidence can be put in the interpretations that 
have been given of Bible prophecy? ThesQ 
have been so various, so conflicting, so widSiy 
different in scope and character, that belief in 
one is overturned by a contemplation of another j 
and as it is impossible to believe all, the only-; 
alternative is to believe none. Not so. The 
interpretations which have been given are most 
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various and most conflicting, owing to the sym- 
bolic and mystic language of prophecy, on the 
one hand, and the peculiar theological views of 
the expounders on the other. But it is the duty 
of every one to exercise their reason and judg- 
ment in the case. It is unwise to say there is 
no truth because there is a want of harmony* 
There is, we believe, both truth and error in all 
the systems of interpretation ; and it would be 
hopeless to expect that any student of Scripture 
prophecy, however zealous, talented, and devoted, 
shall come to a full and perfect understanding of 
it. Our belief is, that it cannot be satisfactorily 
interpreted till it has become the near shadow 
of history — till the actors in the scenes have as- 
sumed a position so manifestly corresponding to 
prophetic symbolism, and till political events and 
circumstances have arisen so strikingly in har- 
mony with the prediction, that the true interpre- 
tation can scarcely be mistaken. It has been 
invariably, from the fulfilments of the past and 
the indications of the present, that interpreters 
have calculated the fulfilment of the future j and 
thus the words of the angel to Daniel have been 
found true: — "The words are closed up and 
sealed till the time of the end. 11 
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But whatever diversity there may be amongst 
expositors of prophecy, there is this general 
agreement, that the last of the Scripture predic- 
tions are on the eve of fulfilment. The year 
1866 has long been considered the great year of 
prophecy, when the terrible events of " the time 
of the end" shall be either inaugurated or con- 
, summated. AH, or nearly all, are agreed that 
the " seals" and trumpets, with the events they 
import, are past ; that five of the vials are poured 
out; that the sixth has been running for some 
time ; and that the seventh and last, and most 
terrible and momentous of all, was in all proba- 
bility opened about the year 1830. Now, this 
seventh vial is, as we know, the final boundary 
of Scripture prophecy. In it the mystery of 
God shall be finished ; it will contain " the in- 
dignation" spoken ctf by Isaiah, " the great day" 
of Jeremiah, "the time of trouble" of Daniel, 
and the terrible period of " great tribulation" 
predicted by Christ in the twenty-fourth chapter 
of Matthew. And for a full and detailed ac- 
count of the unparalleled events of the period, 
read in the Book of Eevelation, from the seven- 
teenth verse of the sixteenth chapter to the end 
of the nineteenth chapter. The language of 
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these chapters is, no doubt, the language of 
symbolism; but Divine symbolism never ex- 
ceeds the reality. If the description there is 
not to receive a literal fulfilment, the events 
symbolised will be of a character as dreadful as 
the images employed to shadow them forth. In 
plain words, they indicate a series of events 
which are very soon to transpire upon the con- 
tinent of Europe, involving the whole powers 
there in war, and resulting in an issue which 
shall totally alter the character and condition of 
the world. 

Seeing, then, that the general, almost uni- 
versal opinion of interpreters is, that this un- 
equalled period of political change and physical 
conflict is near at hand, — that in all probability 
a year or two, or a few years at the most, will 
find the strife begun that, shall rage as no 
earthly strife has raged before, and terminate 
with a catastrophe which the world shall wit- 
ness only once, — is it not of the very highest 
importance that Christians should be looking 
for it, and coming to some understanding of it? 
Yet how very few Christians in this country are 
familiar with the subject of Scripture prophecy ! 
The supposed hopelessness of its mystery, and, 
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shall we say, the aversion manifested to it by 
most of the clergy, have led them away from it, 
and they have now come to regard the world's 
relation to God with comparative indifference. 
The old direct and immediate connexion be- 
tween the earth and its Divine Kuler, is looked 
upon as a thing of the past — a thing confined to 
the Jewish dispensation and the first century of 
Christianity. For more than seventeen hundred 
years God has not directly or openly and visibly 
interfered with the world's affairs; and the 
Church has come to look upon this only too 
much as the permanent state of things. But 
these seventeen centuries have been crowded 
with prophetic fulfilments 5 and when the cycles 
of prophecy have run out, as they nearly have, 
God shall again establish close and visible rela- 
tions with the world, and become openly mani- 
fest as its Governor and King. 

Again, we ask, if these things be so, how im- 
portant, how^ necessary is it, that the Christian 
community of this country should have a know- 
ledge of the things that are coming upon the 
earth? Deeply impressed with this thought, we 
have striven to draw their attention to it by the 
publication of this little work. Twelve years 
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ago, our pamphlet, entitled, " The Coming 
Struggle," awakened a general interest in the 
matter. Not a few, we believe, have come to 
consider the conjectures of that pamphlet to be 
erroneous, since the twelve years that have 
elapsed have not verified them. But the year 
1866, or the years near to that period, prove 
the real testing-time of our conjectures. The 
events of the last twelve years have not, so far 
as we can see, refuted what we advanced ; and 
after twelve years' further study of Scripture 
prophecy, we are satisfied that the substance ot 
our pamphlet is correct. These years of patient, 
careful study have, however, widened, and, we 
hope, deepened our views, and led us to a more 
internal or central ground of interpretation. 
Our idea of the main features of the political 
events soon to transpire is the same; but we 
think we can now view them from a higher 
platform of spiritual truth. In this present work 
the approaching war is shewn to be the result of 
a moral necessity ; and prophecy is traced from 
its spirit to its external manifestation in the 
falling of kingdoms, the conflict of nations, and 
the tnariy dread occurrences which the Bible 
predicts, and of which the continent of Europe 
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must soon be the theatre. We ask our readers 
to peruse the work patiently, judge it candidly, 
and learn by it to prepare for the crisis of the 
world's history; for that crisis is inevitably at 
hand, whether we have succeeded in describing 
it accurately or not. 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY. 

The best understanding of prophecy is to be 
gained from a knowledge of its spirit. Hitherto, 
interpreters have viewed it too much from the 
outside, and sought to unravel it from its ex- 
ternal symbolism alone. They have been in the 
habit of regarding it as something out of the 
usual course of human history and Divine pro- 
cedure, — something proceeding from, and de- 
pendent upon, God's arbitrary will. To look 
at it thus, is to view it in quite a wrong light ; 
and when we come to its investigation with this 
idea, we must find it a strange and altogether 
mystical thing, and be forced to find its meaning 
through the dark and dim glass of figure and 
type. 

But Scripture prophecy is not isolated from 
God's principle of action and government. The 
events predicted are not arbitrary importations 
in human history. They are moral results aris- 
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ing out of moral causes. They are nothing 
more nor less than human history divinely 
anticipated. 

The primary cause of prophecy is sin. Whete 
there is no sin, there is no prophecy. An un- 
fallen world has no future ; for perfect purity 
there is but an everlasting present. But a sinful 
nature can live only in the future ; give that 
nature no future, and you drive it to despair ; 
because you take away from it that which 
makes existence bearable — hope. God having 
designed to redeem man, this design necessi- 
tated revelation, and revelation necessitated 
prophecy. The very essence of the Bible ; then, 
is prophecy. Its predictions have made it the 
pole-star of man's spiritual nature from the 
earliest ages ; for they pointed him, and led him 
forward, to happier times and better experiences. 
What is the Bible, taken as a whole, but one 
great and glorious prophecy of human redemp- 
tion ? All its parts correspond to this character. 
Every chapter of it has a direct relation to this 
one supreme object; and the whole scope of 
God'i dealing with man has this end in view. 

Now, bring prophecy under this universal 
principle of centralisation, and you get into its 



1 8 The Spirit of Prophecy. 

spirit and tendency, and thereby understand 
more easily its meaning. It is a part of the 
great unity, its work and influence is the same 
as all other portions of the Bible, — it is incorpo- 
rated in that plan which incorporates all things 
— the plan of human salvation. It is meant for 
no other purpose, and to that purpose it is solely 
related. 

" The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 
prophecy." 

These words really give us the key to the 
utterances of all the prophets. From first to 
last these are related to Christ and His work ; 
and if we bear this in mind in their elucidation, 
we shall not only get a clearer, but also a pro- 
founder conception of their spiritual meaning 
and political import. The testimony of Jesus 
has been the spirit of Divine prophecy always. 
It has its very deepest root in Christ; for if 
Christ had not redeemed man there would have 
been no revelation at all. But this gracious 
purpose of love and mercy was eternal in the 
Divine will, and to it God subordinated all 
His dealings with humanity. The personal 
revelation of Christ — His incarnation, by which 
He was to atone for sin, and magnify the Divine 
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law — took place, not in the beginning, but in the 
centre of the world's history ; and the Old Tes- 
tament prophecies were chiefly directed to His 
appearance. Those relating to the Jews, their 
captivity, and the judgments which were to 
overtake them, were also strictly connected with 
the testimony of Jesus. The Jews were God's 
chosen people on the earth — the nation selected 
to be the repository of Divine truth, and the 
medium by which the Divine mercy was to flow 
to a lost world through Jesus. Their back- 
slidings and idolatries were so far inimical to 
the interests of human redemption, and the work 
which Christ was coming to perform ; and the 
prophecies of these judgments, fulfilled by the 
judgments actually overtaking them, had thus 
for their spirit and essence the testimony of 
Jesus. And so, a little more distantly, but 
equally direct in their relation to this centre, 
were the prophecies respecting the other nations 
— the enemies of the Jews, or God's instruments 
in punishing them. The Jewish prophets were 
commissioned to predict judgments against those 
nations because of their interference with the 
chosen people. In fighting against the Jews, 
they were fighting against God and the plan of 
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His redemption, to be wrought out by Jesus; and 
the punishment which overtook them, were judg- 
ments inflicted in the interests of the coming 
Christianity — interests which are supreme, uni- 
versal, and permanent as the world. 

New Testament prophecies, and the predic- 
tions in the Old Testament concerning New 
Testament times, are not less, but more plainly, 
inspirited by " the testimony of Jesus." They 
relate to the rise, progress, and fall of anti- 
Christ ; of a power or powers that should work 
in the Church and the world in opposition to 
Jesus, and His doctrines and precepts — to Jesus, 
as the Kedeemer and King of this earth. Here 
we have sin again as the cause of prophecy. 
If Christianity had not been oppressed, perse- 
cuted, and corrupted ; if the precepts and doc- 
trines of Jesus had been received by man, and 
kept in their purity and simplicity, the wars 
and revolutions predicted, and in part accom- 
plished in Europe, would never have been mat- 
ter of prophecy, and would never have taken 
place. But the antichristian power arose, as 
God foresaw that it would arise ; it arose and 
put forth its energy against Christianity, it pre- 
vailed, and it was punished, — just as the Spirit 
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of God shewed by the mouth of prophets that it 
should. 

The seventeen centuries of New Testament 
prophecy that are now past, have contained in 
their fulfilment nothing which can be looked 
upon as arbitrary Divine interference. All the 
events have arisen out of natural causes. God 
has no doubt arranged them and disposed them 
for the punishment of the antichristian power, 
and the progress of Christian truth, but they 
have fallen with all natural smoothness into the 
course of human history. The actors were men 
of flesh and blood, men of human passions and 
human powers, who, by their deeds and at- 
tempts, sought only the furtherance of their 
own interests, and had no thought whatever of 
God's plan or of prophetic fulfilment. 

Those events of history which are the sub- 
ject of prophecy are so natural as to be inevit- 
able. They are, in their character, most rea- 
sonable occurrences. Is it possible for Anti- 
christ not to be punished and destroyed? 
Verily, it is not possible, as a glance at the 
nature of Antichrist on the one hand, and at 
God's gracious purpose towards our world on 
the other, will shew. 
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What is Antichrist? It is a spirit, a power, 
an influence, opposite to the spirit, power, and 
influence of Christ. Now, to whom does this 
world belong? Has not Christ bought it? has 
He not redeemed it ? and shall it not be His ? 
Christ and Antichrist must therefore strive to- 
gether for the mastery. Christ must have His 
own. The world is His by right ; He has the 
power to overcome all existing opposition, and 
God's purpose in Him shall stand. He shall 
do all His pleasure. Good must overcome evil 
— evil must be brought to a perpetual end. 
Prophecy is the revelation of this opposition to 
Christian principle and Christian practice in the 
world. It is a brief but comprehensive history 
written beforehand, through Divine inspiration, 
of the doings and the doom of Antichrist, — the 
doom being the necessary result of the doings. 
As this prophetic history merges in real history 
that may be chronicled, all is gradual and 
grandly progressive. Men do not see in it a 
direct or visible operation of Divine providence; 
they find natural causes as its spring and issue. 
Yet it is of God all the while, and working 
towards the ultimate issue of His glorious ap- 
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pointment, — the establishment of Christ's reign 
over the whole earth. 

Such has it been with all prophecy that has 
been fulfilled — such shall it be with what of 
prophecy is yet to be accomplished. It has the 
testimony of Jesus for its spirit, and the triumph 
of Christianity for its issue. Now if, guided 
by this thought, we take a survey of the present 
state of Europe, is it not plain and palpable 
that some striking fulfilment of prophecy has 
yet to be accomplished ? How much of Anti- 
christ, and how little of Christ, appears just 
now on the face of political and national Europe! 
In the Church, in the State, in Society, what a 
fearful amount of irreligion, scepticism, oppres- 
sion, and corruption prevails ! The kingdoms 
of this world have not become the kingdoms of 
our Lord and His Christ. They are at this 
moment the kingdoms of darkness and all man- 
ner of wrong. Freedom, liberty, justice, and 
truth, and the other glorious and eternal prin- 
ciples which Christ taught, and which must 
be the practice in a world, wherein He rules 
and is obeyed, — these glorious attributes of 
Christianity are comparatively unknown, and 
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certainly not made the rule of action. The 
kingdoms of Europe the kingdoms of Christ ! 
Why, in the greatest of them — in that which 
claims to be the most civilised, intelligent, and 
refined — Christ is scarcely believed in at all, 
even doctrinally. How does France stand 
affected towards Christ and Christianity? Is 
it not par excellence the kingdom of scepticism? 
As a nation, it wants deep Christian faith alto- 
gether; while, worse than that, it has a positive 
infidelity, which sneers at, derides, and denies 
Bible truth. Is it not the land which produced 
Paine, Voltaire, Eosseau, and last and lately, 
Kenan, whose " Life of Jesus" has been received 
with something like a universal national enthu- 
siasm, chiefly because it impiously assumes to 
take the crown of Divine glory from His head? 
The fate of Kenan's book in France is most 
significant of the religious state of France. 
Renan struck a chord of national sympathy, 
which vibrated through the length and breadth 
of the land. His book received a welcome of 
love and approbation, which was fully illustra- 
tive of the unbelief and infidelity which exists 
in the nation. 
We should notice, too, the intellectual and phil- 
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osophical infidelity of Germany, where Panthe- 
ism and a transcendental Unitarianism prevail, 
and where Plato is as a teacher placed above 
Christ — a false deification, which, of course, leads 
to a worship of the intellect and not of the heart, 
and which has no room for Christ as Lord of all. 

Then if we turn to the other nations ofj 
Europe, we find there likewise a lamentable 
absence of the principles and practice of Chris- 
tianity, and in their stead a rampant Antichrist, 
both in the political and ecclesiastical sphere. 
Rome is rotten to the core — nay, at the core she 
has long been rotten ; but the rottenness is now 
coming to the surface, and in her state of weak- 
ness and desertion she has become the licenser 
and protector of brigands ; and the mis-rule and 
mis-government of the Eternal City are becom- 
ing so notorious as to create disgust, even among 
neighbouring despotisms. 

And need we speak of Hungary in chains, 
and of Poland bleeding, mangled, massacred, in 
the very face of Europe, with no voice raised to 
protest but the voice of Britain, and no hand 
stretched out to succour or to save. 

And this is Europe, whose kingdoms are to 
become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His 



26 The Spirit of Prophecy. 

Christ. All who believe the New Testament 
believe that Christ is the King of the earth, and 
that over the earth, and in human hearts, He is 
yet to reign. Before this can be, what a mighty 
change must take place ! How is this mighty 
change to be accomplished ? Of the certainty of 
it we are assured. Scripture prophecy declares it, 
and the truth and character of God demand it 
To our plain human reason it appears a neces- 
sity. If we reflect on the fact that God's sole 
purpose in dealing with humanity is its redemp- 
tion, and contrast it with the state of the world 
at this day, when Christianity has been for 
more than eighteen centuries in it, we are forced 
to ask the question which even the writer of the 
Koran puts so affirmatively, " The heaven and 
the earth, and all that is between them, think 
ye that God created them in jest, and that man 
shall not return to Him ? " Was Christ's life 
and death in this world a mockery, or was it a 
divinely earnest act ? Did it mean the extinc- 
tion of evil, or not? Is Christianity to exist in 
the shade, and by sufferance ? or is it to become 
the dominant, ruling, vital power in the earth ? 
Put these questions, and supply them with the 
only answer that can be given, and then say if 
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a mighty change must not pass over the powers 
of Europe. 

Still the question recurs, How is the change 
to be effected ? Philosophers tell us that it shall 
be effected by a slow and gradual process, 
through a course of ages. There is no hurry. 
Humanity can wait, and Christianity can wait, 
too, for its development. Does the past history 
of the world with Christianity in it point to 
such an issue ? Is there anything in the accom- 
plishment of the eighteen centuries to serve as 
the faintest sign that evil is to go out of the 
world under the operation of moral influence? 
Is it not a fact that the sum total of evil is 
immensely greater at this moment than it was 
in the first century of the Christian era? There 
is assuredly no hope that the world's regenera- 
tion is to issue out of the operation of moral 
influence at any remote period of the future. 

Scripture prophecy teaches quite a different 
doctrine. The world that now is, is devoted to 
destruction, and the human salvation to be 
effected is a salvation from that destruction. 
Those who are saved by Christ will constitute 
u a multitude which no man can number, out 
of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and 
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nation." There is nowhere the prophecy of the 
world being developed into Christianity; Christi- 
anity is to save its people out of the world, and 
from the plagues which must come upon Anti- 
christ for its destruction. The whole structure 
of prophecy points to a violent overthrow of the 
powers of evil. The prediction is that the 
gospel of Christ shall be preached in all nations 
for a vritnessy and then shall the end come. It 
is Antichrist itself that is to precipitate the 
consummation. Nation is to rise against nation, 
and kingdom against kingdom. The powers of 
evil hostile to Christ are also hostile to each 
other, and shall war against each other for 
supremacy. This is the manner in which all 
prophecy has been fulfilled, and it is thus that 
the last predictions shall be accomplished. 

These final predictions are, we believe, soon 
to be realised. The destruction of Antichrist 
in all its forms is near. The set time has come. 
The gospel of the kingdom has been preached 
for a witness among all nations. The command 
has been given, " Come out from her, my people, 
and be not partakers of her plagues." Jesus is 
about to take unto Himself his great power and 
reign. Despotism, tyranny, infidelity, and eccle- 
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siastical corruption are to be consumed by the 
fierceness of their own passion, and the righteous 
retribution of a holy God. Europe has long 
been visibly placed on a slumbering volcano. 
Every one sees that it requires but a spark to 
kindle a conflagration, the extent and terri- 
bleness of which no one can imagine. From 
Scripture prophecy alone can we come to any 
knowledge of it ; but if we repair to the inspired 
volume, and study its predictions with patient 
humility and prayer for Divine enlightenment, 
a light will pierce the gloom of the dark future, 
the general course of rushing events will be 
traced, and the glorious majesty of the Divine 
government will shine above the storm, shewing 
that it is controlled and directed by God, in 
fulfilment of His promise to Christ, " Sit thou 
on my right hand, until I make thine enemies 
thy footstool. I will give thee the heathen for 
thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the 
earth for thy possession. And I will set thee as 
king upon my holy hill of Zion." 
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CHAPTER in. 

THE CONSTRUCTION AND UNITY OF PBOPHECY. 

The scheme of latter-day prophecy is first an- 
nounced in the Book of Daniel. Daniel is the 
only Old Testament prophet who shadows forth 
the world's entire future. The predictions of 
the other Jewish seers refer principally to the 
Jewish nations, and the surrounding heathen 
nations of that period. There are, indeed, in all 
of them glimpses here and there of glorious and 
terrible events to take place in New Testament 
times; but these come in fitful, unexpected 
snatches ; they flash on the page for a moment, 
and are gone. Isaiah, indeed, throughout his 
prophecies, gives various glowing descriptions 
of Messianic and Millennial times \ and the 
latter part of Ezekiel's book contains graphic 
and detailed accounts of certain events which 
relate to the close of the world's history, but 
these have more or less a Jewish complexion, 
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and the brightening glory of the Jewish restora- 
tion surrounds them. 

It is not till we come to Daniel that we find 
the full and connected scheme of prophecy con- 
structed. There, however, we have it in two 
separate places — in Nebuchadnezzar's vision of 
the image, and in Daniel's vision of the four 
beasts. Both of these are identical in their 
meaning and reference. Each enfolds within it 
the whole of Scripture prophecy, from that time 
down to the close of all earthly things. 

There is first Nebuchadnezzar's image; — the 
huge form of a man, with a head of gold, breast 
and arms of silver, thighs of brass, legs of iron, 
and feet a mixture of iron and clay. This is 
representative of the successive Powers or 
governments of the world which were in the 
course of time to be developed. The figure is 
powerfully emblematic of the character of these 
Governments. It was to be human power, with- 
out the Divine element; a gross, earthly, material 
power — man following his own devices, devoid 
of godliness, and working against God. This 
image is an incarnation of Antichrist. 

And the course of time has fully and minutely 
developed it. It was developed in about 1260 
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years, a period which has a significant relation 
to the prophetic period of the reign of the 
Papacy. Nebuchadnezzar and his Babylonian 
empire was the head of gold. He began to 
reign 606 years before Christ ; and the Baby- 
lonian power was succeeded by the Persian, the 
Greciaaf and the Koman — the silver, the brass, 
and the iron powers — the latter having come to 
the end of its proud imperial majesty in the 
seventh century. The Koman power was the 
two iron legs of the image — the eastern and 
western empire — and these finally merged in 
the kingdoms of Europe, in the feet and toes of 
iron and clay, which made the image complete. 

After the image was completed, and had stood 
for a certain time, a stone cut without hands out 
of a mountain smote the feet of the image, and 
crushed it to the earth, when the materials of 
which it was composed — the gold, the silver, 
the brass, the iron, and the clay — were ground 
to powder, and carried away by the wind like 
chaff; while the stone that destroyed it became 
a great mountain, and filled the earth. 

Here is represented the fate of aniichristian 
Europe. The kingdoms which have arisen out 
of the Roman empire are to be divinely smitten 
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and destroyed. The stone cut from the moun- 
tain without hands is undoubtedly Christ, who 
came voluntarily forth from God, and His power 
is thus to increase till it fill the whole world. 

This is the portion of prophecy which has 
yet to be fulfilled. There stands the image on 
its feet, and it has so stood for centuries ; but 
the time is at hand when the stone is to descend, 
and the way and manner of its descent, with 
the consequences which are to follow, is the 
subject that is more particularly to engage our 
attention. The destruction of the present po- 
litical and ecclesiastical structure of continental 
Europe is approaching; and we may easily sup- 
pose that a change so awful must be preceded 
and accompanied by events of the most terrible 
description. A universal war must come, so 
fierce and sanguinary that no previous war can 
in its character be compared with it. 

In Daniel's vision we have the same prophecy, 
with the same features, but under different 
figures. Daniel saw four beasts rise out of the 
great sea. The three first were severally like a 
lion, a bear, and a leopard. The fourth was so 
extraordinary that he could not name it ; it was 
"strong exceedingly,' 1 it had "great iron teeth," 

C 
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it was fierce and destructive, "it was diverse 
from the other beasts, and had ten horns." This 
strange, nameless beast puzzled Daniel much, 
particularly its horns; and as he was consider- 
ing them there came up among them a little 
horn, which pushed away three of the other 
horns ; "And behold, in this horn were the eyes 
of a man, and a mouth speaking great things." 

This is a fearful representation of man without 
God. He loses his Divine nature altogether, 
and takes on the nature of beasts, even of wild 
beasts. In the former image there was the form 
of humanity without life ; here the very form of 
humanity is lost in brute, earthly, and ferocious 
life. 

Such degradation and ferocity of nature is 
doomed to certain destruction. The little horn, 
with the eyes and the mouth, seems to inspire 
the other horns with its own blasphemy; and in 
process of time, and by reason of this blasphe- 
mous inspiration, the beast was slain, and his 
body given to the burning flame. The thrones 
were cast down; the Ancient of Days did sit; 
the time of judgment came ; and Christ's ever- 
lasting kingdom of righteousness and peace was 
established on the earth. 
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This vision was divinely interpreted to 
Daniel, so there can be no dubiety as to its 
meaning. The four beasts answer to the four 
parts of Nebuchadnezzar's image, and refer, as 
they did, to the Babylonian, Persian, Grecian, 
and Koman powers. The fourth beast, with the 
ten horns, is the Koman empire, with the king- 
doms into which it is now divided. The little 
horn is the Astro-Papacy, whose power and 
presumptuous domination is to continue " until 
a time and times, and the dividing of time," at 
the end of which the crash is to come, which 
was represented by the stone striking the feet of 
the image. Here it is the dominion of the horn 
taken away, the beast slain, and his body given 
to the burning flame, and the kingdom of Jesus 
set up. Precisely the same events, brought 
about by the same cause, and leading to the 
same result. 

Daniel had subsequently other visions, in 
which he obtained more minute information 
regarding certain portions of this first vision. 
To some of those special prophecies we shall have 
occasion afterwards to refer ; but for the present 
we leave Old Testament prophecy, and come to 
New Testament revelations. Between the one 
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and the other there is an interval of nearly six 
hundred years. But that was an interval preg- 
nant with great and glorious prophetic fulfil- 
ments. The Babylonian power passed away; 
the Persian and Grecian monarchies rose and 
fell; and the Roman empire had succeeded to the 
sceptre of the world. Then did the Day-spring 
from on high visit our earth. Then did the Sun of 
Righteousness rise with healing under His wings. 
The glorious centre of all prophecy and predic- 
tion appeared; Jesus of Nazareth lived, and 
died ; that Jesus whose testimony is the spirit 
of prophecy, whose life is the essence of all life, 
in whose death is a faith for all regenerate souls, 
and whose universal reign is the hope of all 
believing hearts. 

The open vision of the Incarnation having 
passed away, and Christianity having obtained 
a footing in the world, the last series of Scrip- 
ture prophecies was given, and the volume of 
revelation was closed. The Apocalyptic visions 
of John, so wonderful, grand, and sublime, con- 
tain gorgeous and glowing descriptions of the 
great historical events of all the future. In 
these the world's history is mirrored, and its 
destiny declared. The latter portion of Daniel's 
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vision is reproduced, but with far greater 
minuteness. The portrait of Antichrist is given 
at full length, and all its lineaments faithfully- 
portrayed. The godless world-power, in its 
imperial and monarchical development, is un- 
veiled, its unholy and impure character de- 
scribed, and its fearful doom exhibited. It 
needs much patient study to come to some 
understanding of the truths represented by the 
varied symbols and figurative language em- 
ployed by the writer; but interpreters of the 
present day have history and evident fulfilment 
to guide them. The evolutions of the prophecy 
can be traced very satisfactorily up to the pre- 
sent time, and while we venture to describe the 
events yet to come, with diffidence, and without 
dogmatic assertion, or pretension to certainty in 
matters of minute detail, we think the general 
outline, and direction, and issue, are sufficiently 
indicated to warrant us in describing them, and 
to prepare the public mind for their coming. 

The Apocalyptic visions are divided into 
three distinct periods — the first represented by 
Seven Seals, the second by Seven Trumpets, and 
the third by Seven Vials. The Seals refer to the 
state of the Church and the world, and to events 
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which occurred under Pagan Rome. The 
Trumpets indicate the period of the rise and 
progress in power of Papal Rome ; and the Vials 
that of the period and events which produce 
those judgments under which Papal Rome is to 
be desolated, punished, and destroyed. These 
various periods comprise the rise, reign, and fall 
of Antichrist. 

Antichrist must not be confined to the Papacy. 
Doubtless the Papacy, by its assumption of 
temporal as well as spiritual power, became the 
fullest development of Antichrist ; but this term 
comprehends the world-power in its twofold 
aspect of political and ecclesiastical despotism. 
Without the former the latter could never have 
risen to any great strength. Had there not 
been despotic monarchs in the earth to support 
the ecclesiastical tyranny of the Papacy, that 
tyranny could not possibly have been exercised 
to any great extent ; but the kings of the earth 
gave their "strength and power" to the Papacy, 
and under this combination Antichrist became 
fully developed, Christianity became corrupted, 
the principles of peace, justice, liberty, and law, 
which Jesus taught, and which are a part of 
the blessings He died to secure, were set at 
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naught. " The mystery of iniquity " began to 
work, and " the Man of Sin " was revealed, not 
at Rome only, but through all the governments 
of Europe. This, then, is Antichrist — viz., 
political and ecclesiastical falsehood, supported 
by despotism. This is what has crushed, cor- 
rupted, and blighted the nations of Europe for 
ages; but this God-made and Christ-redeemed 
world cannot be given up for ever to "the prince 
of the power of the air, who worketh in the 
children of disobedience." This reign of Anti- 
christ is nearly over. It has been growing 
visibly weaker for the last half century. The 
oppressed people are themselves rising up 
against it; divided interests have grown up 
within its own organisation, and the crash of 
its destruction is near at hand. 

John's vision in Patmos supplemented and 
completed the two visions of Nebuchadnezzar 
and Daniel. It contained no reference to the 
gold, the silver, and the brass of the image, or 
to the lion, the bear, and the leopard ; because 
the three monarchies which these represented 
had, in John's day, risen and departed. The 
Apocalyptic visions took up the prophecy where 
it stood ; and are therefore confined to the fourth 
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beast — the dreadful beast of Daniel, which had 
ten horns. 

John stood on the sand of the sea, and saw 
this beast rise up out of the sea. It had seven 
heads and ten horns. The horns were crowned, 
and upon the heads appeared the names of blas- 
phemy. This is imperial Eome giving place to 
the ten kingdoms into which it was divided; 
and the seven heads of blasphemy denote the 
seven-hilled city, which became " the seat of the 
beast," the centre of antichristian power, the 
local habitation of Papal authority. By and by 
John saw another beast rise out of the earth. 
He had two horns, and his character was the 
same as the preceding, but more intense. This 
was Daniel's horn, which rose among the ten 
and displaced three as it rose. It was, in short, 
the Austrian power, which has, since its estab- 
lishment, proved the greatest support of the 
Papacy, and displayed the fiercest spirit of 
Antichrist. 

Now mark the end as before. The ten horns 
ao&the Papal beast are to continue in power and 
prosperity for forty and two months, or for a time, 
times, and the dividing of time — that is, three 
years and a half, or 1260 days. As a day in 
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prophetic time signifies a year, this points out a 
period of 1260 years. At the end of this time 
a series of judgments are to overtake Antichrist, 
ending in its utter extinction by Christ, as 
" The Stone." 

Thus the unity of Scripture prophecy is estab- 
lished. The three visions are in meaning pre- 
cisely the same — they shadow forth the same 
events, follow the same course, and issue in the 
same awful catastrophe. "The kings of the 
earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel 
together, against the Lord, and against his 
Anointed. But he that sitteth in the heavens 
shall laugh : the Lord shall have them in de- 
rision. Then shall he speak unto them in his 
wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure. 
He shall break them with a rod of iron, and 
dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel." An 
awful consummation, but most meet and most 
necessary. Antichrist has lorded it over God's 
heritage for many centuries. The earth has 
been polluted by it — the faithful it has perse- 
cuted and slain. Truth, justice, and holiness 
call for its destruction ; the earth it has cursed 
groans for deliverance; the souls under the 
altar are crying out, "How long, Lord, 
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how long?" Oppressed and enslaved humanity- 
is panting to enjoy its heaven-derived inherit- 
ance; and the angels before the throne are 
rejoicing because the time is approaching for 
the destruction of those who have destroyed the 
earth. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

" THE TIME OF THE END." 

Prophetic time has ever been a subject of 
great interest and proportionate difficulty. It 
has always been felt that the expectation of 
the period of events could be well founded only 
in a right understanding of predicted periods. 
For us, on whom the ends of the prophetic 
world have come, this difficulty is not so great. 
We have the long history of fulfilled prophecy 
to go back upon, and there we can trace both 
events and periods so precisely, that the last 
cycles now running may be almost certainly 
reckoned up. 

The first cycle is the seventy weeks of Daniel, 
and was to run from the going forth of the com- 
mandment to restore and build Jerusalem, till 
the death of Christ. The commandment went 
forth 454 years before Christ, and between the 
decree of Artaxerxes and the Crucifixion there 
were 490 years. 
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But the " time, times, and half a time " is 
the cycle of chief importance ; for this period 
comprises the time of Antichrist's power. At 
the termination of this period the destruction of 
Antichrist is to commence by the pouring out 
of the vials ; and the period occupied by these 
vials is " the time of the end." What we wish 
particularly to discover is, when the time of the 
end began, and when it is likely to terminate. 

The birth of Antichrist, in its final and com- 
plete form, took place probably in the year 312, 
when Constantine was born — he who destroyed 
the Pagan empire, and established the union of 
civil and ecclesiastical power. 

The next notable stage in the rise of Anti- 
christ was about the year 529, when the Jus- 
tinian Code was published, which gave civil 
power to Antichrist. 

And the third and last stage in its develop- 
ment was in 606, when the Emperor Phocas 
made the Pope universal bishop, and when the 
latter authorised the idolatry of the Virgin Mary 
and the saints. 

Now, as the rise of Antichrist seems to have 
consisted of three chief stages, so his fall will 
take place at three great epochs, each 1260 
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years from the date of the rise. Now, 1260 
years after 312 brings us to the Reformation, 
when the first fall of Antichrist took place. 
Then 1260 years after 529 we come to the 
French Revolution, the next great and signal 
fall of Antichrist. And lastly, 1260 years after 
606 reaches to 1866, at which period the final 
overthrow of Antichrist may be expected. 

By this calculation " the time of the end " 
began in the early part of the latter half of the 
sixteenth century, when the Reformation from 
Popery spread over Europe. The cruelties and 
massacres perpetrated by Antichrist during the 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, and the 
noble contending for the faith of Christ's two 
witnesses, which seemed to issue in their utter 
defeat, was yet not a defeat, but the beginning 
of the great victory, which shall be finished 
when the cry is raised, " Babylon the great is 
fallen, is fallen ! " The Reformation was the 
pouring out of the first vial. It made Anti- 
christ furious, and with the fierceness of a 
demon's wrath the Papacy employed the 
political power it then so largely possessed 
in an attempt to crush the Protestants. The 
persecutions and martyrdoms of that bloody 
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time, all over Europe, but chiefly in France! 
and Austria, testify how ferociously the beast 
stamped and tore with its teeth. But all ita 
efforts failed to accomplish its object. The Re- 
formation was not crushed — the simpler faith 
and purer worship was heroically maintained; 
and the glorious era of freedom was inaugurated 
on the earth. 

The events of this period must be marked as 
the first successful resistance made to the power 
of Antichrist. It had now reigned with un- 
broken sway for 1260 years, during which 
period the two witnesses had prophesied " in 
sackcloth " — that is, they lifted up their voice 
of testimony with apparent hopelessness. They 
were repressed everywhere. They were not 
extinguished, but they did not prevail. 

These two witnesses were those who protested 
against, and denounced, the twofold evil of 
political and ecclesiastical corruption and des- 
potism. Because, though Papal Rome and the 
powers of Europe had combined to destroy the 
Christian principles of liberty, morality, and 
faith, there were human hearts and minds which 
clung to the truth, and bravely asserted it. 
Had this not been so — had Christ absolutely 
left Himself without a witness in the world, we 
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left Himself without a witness in the world, we 
see not how a basis was to remain for the estab- 
lishment of His kingdom. His power and 
triumph were to be manifested through human 
instrumentality. His truth was not to die out 
of the heart of humanity, for it was by that 
truth that humanity was to be elevated and 
redeemed. Corruption and despotism did not, 
therefore, wholly obliterate it ; it lurked as an 
instinct and a faith in the hearts of a select few 
in every age ; and when Antichrist had come to 
the full, it would be repressed no longer, but 
burst forth in that glorious struggle for religious 
liberty and independence which resulted in the 
triumph of the Reformation. 

That struggle and triumph were inevitable. 
The living truth contending against the bolstered 
error, could not but in due time come to the point 
of determined and deadly conflict. The evil 
power might rise in Christ's blood-bought world, 
and prevail for a time by the strength of its 
demoniac fury ; but inasmuch as the world was 
Christ's, and was destined to be redeemed and 
glorified by His truth, that truth must inevitably 
force its way, and prevail by its increasing 
power, against the falsehood of Antichrist. 
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And it was just as certain that the first posi- 
tive turn of the tide should bring in a fierce, 
bloody, and relentless contest, full of ferocious 
cruelty and bloodthirstiness on the part of the 
evil power which was to be broken; and full 
of sore suffering to those heroic ones who were 
to stand the first brunt of the battle, and fall a 
sacrifice to the eternal interests of humanity by 
sealing their testimony with their blood, and 
laying down their lives for the truth that was 
yet to triumph. Accordingly, the first effect 
of the Reformation was the persecution and 
slaughter of these witnesses, and their souls 
joined the souls of their brethren under the 
altar. But although they fell, the foundation 
of success was securely laid, and in their fall 
they really triumphed ; for Antichrist received a 
blow which it would never recover. The Re- 
formation was " the beginning of the end" — the 
first taking away of the power and dominion of 
the beast, to be gradually and finally consumed 
and destroyed. 

This first vial of judgment was quickly fol- 
lowed by others, as the time of the end pro- 
ceeded. The second vial was poured out 
" upon the sea," — that is, as we consider, upon 
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the great maritime power of that period, Spain ; 
— it began about 1566 with the revolt of the 
Netherlands, and it resulted in the decline and 
decay of that once powerful and intensely- 
Popish kingdom. 

The third vial was poured out on "the 
rivers and fountains of waters/' the tributaries 
and fertilising agencies of the Papacy. This 
probably refers to the troubles in Germany, and 
its conquest by the great Protestant prince, 
Gustavus Adolphus, when this great central 
province of Europe was lost to Rome. 

These two vials — the second and the third 
— did much to undermine and weaken Anti- 
christ; but the time was drawing near when 
the next great blow should be struck. The 
second cycle of the " time, times, and half a 
time," was coming to a termination; and a 
great shock was to be given to the evil power, 
which should hasten its final desolation. This 
was to be the counterpart of the Reformation. 
That great event was, as we have said, the in- 
auguration of ecclesiastical or spiritual liberty. 
The religious authority usurped by the Pope 
was cast aside, and humanity, represented by 
the Reformers, asserted its right to be spiritually 

D 
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free. Bat the other form of Antichrist still re- 
mained in full power. Political despotism held 
its sway. The tyrants sat on their iron thrones, 
and their feet were on the necks of the nations. 
This impious fettering of humanity must also 
produce an inevitable crisis, and it came in the 
form of the fourth vial. This vial was to be 
poured out upon the sun, which was to receive 
power to scorch men with fire till they blas- 
phemed the name of God, and the dregs of it 
were to consist of the resurrection of the two 
witnesses, who had been slain in 1685, but who 
were now to be raised and ascend to the heaven 
of political power in the sight of their enemies. 
And the same hour there was to ensue a great 
earthquake, the tenth part of the city was to 
fall, and seven thousand men were to be slain. 

This fearful vial was to be poured out on the 
sun, or upon France, which was the sun of the 
Romish and antichristian system. It was in 
France chiefly where the witnesses were slain, 
and it was most fit that here they should have 
their resurrection. And this occurred in the 
memorable year 1789, at the outbreak of the 
French Revolution. 

What was the French Revolution but 
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humanity rising to ag-fcizir: ;:•:_- :al :^c> 
ism? It assumed *ih* -almj :t :': — :: £r=.o> 
racy ; but, so far as t* get: 5~-t. zLtrz ^ii no 
help for that. Thz :r;e trr-enr -a-i* i":*:Ir:t> 
necessary to meet il* :tl~r. Wrl:li^z izier 
a sense of wrongs ezLZzrzi sz.i rig:.r? Err_irl. 
and with long ages c-f cn~:rr ::» avengr. :ie 
people, when they did zzrsz :ie Laziis s^i^ier. 
and realised the grear^ess cf :ltir migl:. were 
intoxicated into madness !«y their new-f?^ni 
liberty ; and the impeni:-us msa they made 
against the iron throne, swept them past the 
liberty they sought, and landed them in the 
most frightful anarchy, which, had it continued, 
would have been a thousand times worse than 
the tyranny that was overthrown. But we 
question much if the French Revolution was 
unnecessary to the destruction of the political 
Antichrist ; and certainly that Revolution could 
never have become an accomplished tact with- 
out the furious and bloodthirsty democracy 
which achieved it. 

But mark how minutely prophecy was ful- 
filled by the event. The witnesses came to 
life in terrible strength, and the royal procla- 
mation for the Convention of the States (Jems- 
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ral was the voice from the political heaven say- 
ing, " Come up hither." The way to supreme 
power was now open to them, and they wildly 
seized it. Then came the mighty shock of the 
earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell 
in the overthrow of the French monarchy, while 
the thousands of the aristocracy executed on the 
scaffold represented the seven thousand men 
who were slain — the number seven being used, 
not definitely to death, but the immense number 
of the victims. 

The French Revolution can never be defended 
on the ground of settled principle. It could in 
no respect represent a permanent state of things, 
but in its extreme violence we see a most na- 
tural reaction. The reign of true liberty could 
not, we think, have been inaugurated by a 
much milder outburst. " The Reign of Terror" 
was in nature due after the long reign of des- 
potic tyranny. The blame of it rests not with 
humanity, but with inhuman Antichrist. The 
latter had built itself up like a weir against the 
irrepressible instincts of human progress and 
human freedom ; and by and by these grew so 
strong, and received such an additional strength 
by the accumulating influence of the Reforma- 
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tion, that they surged against the embankment, 
burst their way suddenly through, and rushed 
onward with all the might and devastations of a 
foaming flood, sweeping the embankment into 
the seething gulf, and spreading wreck and ruin 
in its course. 

And yet this French Eevolution has been of 
immense, nay, inestimable importance to con- 
tinental Europe. It turned the tide of humanity 
towards political liberty, even as the Reforma- 
tion had turned it towards spiritual freedom. 
Indeed, the position of Europe at the present 
day is just what these two leading events have 
made it. The German Eeformation and French 
Eevolution inaugurated deliverance from the 
twofold power of Antichrist, and the influence 
of the principles on which they rest have been 
working ever since, and will work, towards the 
final overthrow of national and religious bond- 
age, and the realisation of that liberty where- 
with Christ makes His people free. Ay, even 
that hydra-hearted French Revolution had in 
it the germ of eternal truth. It was a wild, 
frantic, blind, and bloody groping for liberty ; 
and though through the blood and darkness of 
their rage the actors in it mistook a fiend for 
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the divinity they sought, and worshipped that 
fiend with hellish fury, yet it was a divinity of 
which they were in search, and the light has 
gradually brightened on the path that leads to 
the heavenly shrine. 

The time of the end was now clearly pro- 
ceeding. The doom of Antichrist was becom- 
ing visibly inevitable. The fingers of a man's 
hand had come forth and written its sentence 
on the wall. Priestly authority and kingly 
despotism had received their death-blow. The 
one had been shattered by Luther and the re- 
formers, and the other virtually perished when 
Louis of France died upon the scaffold. 

But the process of decay and destruction 
must now go forward. The onward march of 
retribution, and the progress of truth and jus- 
tice, could not be arrested, and the Fifth Vial 
was poured out. 

This vial was to fall upon the seat of the 
Beast, his kingdom was to be full of darkness, 
and the worshippers of the Beast were to gnaw 
their tongues for pain, and blaspheme because 
of their pains and their sores. 

Here the reference is evidently to the career of 
the firstNapoleon — the scourge of Europe. Napo- 
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leon was the indubitable offspring of the Kevolu- 
tion. Hewas both the fruit and the seed of the wild, 
untrained democracy ; and, as was natural from 
his parentage, he went full tilt against the des- 
potisms of Europe. Himself no Christian, and 
his cause no Christianity, he was yet the deadly 
foe and despoiler of Antichrist, and the divinely- 
appointed instrument for its signal punishment. 
Under his iron will, and insatiable ambition, 
Europe became one universal battle-field. He 
respected no power, but descended with his 
eagle-swoop upon all, spreading terror, destruc- 
tion, and dismay wherever he went. He spread 
veritable darkness throughout the kingdom of 
the Beast ; and his successes became so many 
and so great, that he came to be regarded as 
invincible. He emptied thrones and filled them 
at his pleasure. Nothing was too high for his 
ambition — nothing too great for his aim; and 
for a time nothing appeared too mighty for his 
achievement. 

Of course, this incarnation of democracy could 
not continue. Had Europe become Napoleonised, 
the last end would have been worse than the 
first ; for it would then have groaned under one 
despotism instead of many; and Christianity, 
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which embodies the true interests of humanity, 
would hate been no gainer. The career of this 
unscrupulous and bloody, conqueror served most 
materially to weaken the kingdom of Antichrist; 
but itself was antichriatian, and it could not, 
therefore, assume a substitutory character. It 
was democracy a little less wild and ferocious 
than at the time of the Revolution, but it was 
democracy still. The child had the evil quali- 
ties of the parent ; and having done its work, it 
must cease to be. 

But how was the conqueror to be fitly over- 
come. Had European despotism ultimately 
crushed him, his work, in its prophetic con- 
nexion, would have been nullified. But there 
was a reserve power, fit and ready for the pur- 
pose. Liberty had been born elsewhere than in 
France, and born in a maturer state. Beyond 
the image territory lay the island of Great 
Britain, whose Christian principles and Chris- 
tian truth had for centuries been making steady 
progress. Once a Popish country, it had em- 
braced the principles of the Reformation ; and, 
even before the French Revolution, had fought 
its battle for civil liberty — fighting that battle 
more wisely, and with a more enlightened spirit. 
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And the result was that Britain, if she did not 
miss "the fiend altogether, made a much less 
closer acquaintance with him ; and at an early 
date caught sight of the true and fair Divinity. 

Here, then, in this little rocky island of the 
sea a powerful kingdom was established, based 
professedly on Gospel principles, with a Church 
whose worship was comparatively simple and 
pure, and whose constitution rested on principles 
which are eternal. This was the power which, 
in connexion with Protestant Germany, fitly 
came against the Napoleonic democracy, and 
destroyed it. 

In this work of ridding Europe of Napoleon 
we obtain a glimpse of the true mission and 
destiny of our country. Britain is the power 
reserved by God for maintaining and defending 
the truth. The despotisms of Europe will war 
among themselves, and the principles on neither 
side shall be worthy of victory ; but Britain — 
however defectively she may, in practice, have 
realised her principles — does stand upon the 
glorious basis of Christian truth ; and is capable 
of opposing, on a moral and spiritual ground, 
the power of Antichrist. Britain may be con- 
sidered the only real antagonistic power which 
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Antichrist has ; and by and by we have no doubt 
that she will have Antichrist to fight with. But 
geographically, and morally, and spiritually, 
she is beyond the image territory, and is not 
one of the toe kingdoms, or ten horns, which 
with the Beast are to be destroyed. Never- 
theless, as the antagonistic or Christian power, 
she has a great work to do — the first instal- 
ment of which was the withstanding and over- 
throwing of Napoleon. When we come to treat 
of the events that are future, we shall obtain a 
more extended view of the important mission 
and glorious destiny for which our country is 
reserved. 

The downfall of Napoleon closed the Fifth 
Vial. In the prophecy regarding it, it is added 
that the worshippers of the Beast, whose king- 
dom had been filled with darkness, and who 
had blasphemed because of their pains, "re- 
pented not of their deeds." Despotism has no 
repentance, and Popery can have none. When 
the "man of destiny" was removed, his terror 
went with him, and the throned tyrants, who 
learned no lesson by the scorching they had 
received, set themselves to consolidate their 
power which had been shaken, and to rearrange 
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Europe on the old system, as far as they were 
able. The aspirations after liberty which many 
of the nations were cherishing, were sternly 
Bought to be repressed. Monarchy was again 
established in France, and Antichrist rejoiced 
in the thought that the mischief caused by the 
French Revolution was about to be overcome. 
So despotism repented not of its deeds, but 
hardened itself in its iniquity. 

From Popery repentance is not to be looked 
for. Standing on the impious ground of in- 
fallibility, it is changeless. This, which it calls 
the rock of its strength, will prove the quick- 
sand of its destruction. Without repentance it 
must remain without reformation. There is 
therefore nothing for it but the doom which has 
been predicted. The five vials of judgment 
which have been poured out upon it have pro- 
duced no remorse and no moral improvement. 
Rome is as arrogant as ever. Her very desola- 
tion, and the obvious decay of her power, she 
will not admit or believe in. She vauntingly 
says, " I sit as a queen, and am no widow," and 
talks of her certain triumph, while the last 
thunderbolts of Divine vengeance are ready to 
hurl her to destruction. 
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11 He that being often reproved, hardeneth Lis 
neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that 
without remedy." The spirit of Antichrist is 
a spirit not to be subjugated, but broken. It 
is inspired by Satan, the arch enemy of God 
and man, and partakes of the character of his 
rebellion against God. It is a spirit of hos- 
tility against Jesus and against humanity ; and 
all the more hostile that it professes to be 
Christian. So its doom is destruction. The 
people of Jesus may be gathered out of it, who 
shall, by separation and a simple faith in the 
Redeemer of souls, save themselves from the 
plagues that must come upon Antichrist; but 
for Antichrist itself there is no salvation ; his 
dominion is being taken away to be consumed 
and destroyed unto the end. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE PRESENT TIME. 

The five vials to which we have referred belong 
to that part of "the time of the end" which is 
past. These vials are poured, their measure of 
judgment has been meted out. The two re- 
maining vials have reference to the present time 
and to the near future. We believe they are 
both running now, and have been for some 
time; that the events of the last forty years 
have had relation to them ; that the events of 
this present year have relation to them; and 
that their dregs remain for awful revelation in 
the years that are approaching. 

From the beginning of these vials until now 
we shall consider under the designation of the 
present time. They embrace events and cir- 
cumstances with which we are all more or less 
familiar; they therefore possess the additional 
interest of personal observation, and the charm 
of contemporary history. 
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The sixth vial was to fall upon the Moham- 
medan Antichrist. Hitherto we have had no 
occasion to speak of this antichristian power, 
but it has a distinct and prominent place in 
prophecy. Its rise, its reign, and its fall are 
minutely foreshadowed. In itself it combines 
the two characteristics of political and religious 
despotism, and it has been peculiarly active in 
persecuting Christianity. The followers of 
Jesus have by it been designated infidel dogs, 
and subjected to the vilest treatment; and in 
addition to this, it succeeded to the territory 
and power of the Eastern Roman empire, con- 
necting it with the image and the fourth beast 
of Daniel. This power is most probably the 
dragon of the Revelation, and has a special 
share in the common doom of Antichrist. We 
say a special share, for it has committed special 
and peculiar crimes. Its connexion with the 
Holy Land, — the lordship it has exercised 
over God's heritage, — its cruel persecutions of 
the Jews, and its setting up of the abomination 
which maketh desolate, — all mark it out for 
particular and special retribution. It has long 
been a stiff and stubborn barrier in the way of 
Christianity j and the testimony of Jesus, which 
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is the spirit of prophecy, necessitated its ap- 
pearance among the dark shadows of pre- 
diction. 

The prophetic description and predicted fate 
of the Mohammedan Antichrist is to be found in 
the eighth and eleventh chapters of Daniel. It 
may assist the reader to a better understanding 
of the subject if we quote them here. The 
Mohammedan power is described as a little 
horn, which came up out of the four kingdoms 
into which the Grecian kingdom of Alexander 
was divided : — 

"And out of one of them came forth a little horn, which 
waxed exceeding great, toward the south, and toward the 
east, and toward the pleasant land. And it waxed great, 
even to the host of heaven ; and it cast down some of the 
host and of the stars to the ground, and stamped upon them. 
Yea, he magnified himself even to the prince of the host, 
and by him the daily sacrifice was taken away, and the place 
of his sanctuary was cast down," — Dan. viii. 9-11. 

And further on in the same chapter the little 
horn is described as a king : — 

" And in the latter time of their kingdom, (the four king- 
doms,) when the transgressors are come to the full, a king of 
fierce countenance, and understanding dark sentences, shall 
stand up. And his power shall be mighty, but not by his 
own power: and he shall destroy wonderfully, and shall 
prosper, and practise, and shall destroy the mighty and the 
holy people. And through his policy also he shall cause 
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craft to prosper in his hand ; and he shall magnify himself 
in his heart, and by peace shall destroy many : he shall also 
stand up against the Prince of princes; but he shall be 
broken without hand." — Dan. viii. 23-25. 

Now for his punishment and destruction : — 

" And at the time of the end shall the king of the south 
push at him : and the king of the north shall come against 
him like a whirlwind, with chariots, and with horsemen, and 
with many ships; and he shall enter into the countries, and 
shall overflow and pass over." — Dan. xi. 40. 

The above is a most graphic description of 
the cruel and haughty Mohammedan Antichrist, 
which succeeded to the territory of the Eastern 
Eoman empire. The Turkish power is its re- 
presentative now, and is the subject of the pro- 
phecy. Its rise is prefigured in the sixth 
trumpet, where the four angels were loosed in 
the great river Euphrates, and came in with an 
immense army of horsemen. From the time of 
this inroad of the Turks their power grew, till, 
in 1453, Mahomet the Great took Constanti- 
nople, and established the Ottoman power. 

Three hundred and thirty-six years after this 
came the French Revolution, which was a sig- 
nificant intimation that the doom of the little 
horn was approaching ; for Daniel's prophecy 
declared that "at the time of the end" the king 
of the South shall push at him, and the king 
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of the North come against him and destroy 
him. 

His fate was also shadowed forth under the 
sixth vial, and it seems almost certain that this 
vial began in 1820, when the Greeks success- 
fully rebelled against the sultan, and set up 
a kingdom of their own. The decay of the 
Turkish power is represented by the drying up 
of the river Euphrates, that the way of the 
kings of the East might be prepared. It is 
somewhat difficult to understand who arc meant 
by "the kings of the East;" but the drying up 
of the river Euphrates is easily understood. 
From the time of the Greek rebellion the 
Turkish empire has been gradually weakened 
and shaken. It has had to sustain heavy wars 
against Russia and France, the former of whom 
wrested from it a large portion of its Greco- 
Roman territory, while the latter divested it of 
the province of Algeria. Then it received a 
heavy blow when, in 1839, Egypt and Syria 
were taken by Mehemet Ali, who established 
his kingdom on its southern frontier. 

The language employed in describing the 
vial does not indicate the manner in which the 
Turkish power is to be weakened and ultimately 

E 



66 The Present Time. 

overthrown; but this is indicated in the pro- 
phecy from Daniel which we have quoted. 
The king of the South is first to push at him ; 
then the king of the North is to come against 
him with a mighty force, and sweep his power 
away like a whirlwind. A considerable portion 
of this prophecy has been fulfilled ; the consum- 
mation, however, remains to be accomplished, 
for the sixth vial is still running, and shall run 
till the power of the Sultan is broken, and the 
Turkish empire abolished. 

Let us try to understand the portion of the 
vial that has been poured out. The king of 
the South was to "push" at him. The 
dominion of Alexander the Great was divided 
into four kingdoms, — east, west, north, and 
south of Judea. Thus, we have the king of 
the North and the king of the South. When 
the Eastern Roman empire arose, it overthrew 
the king of the North and the king of the 
South, and the Turkish power, which succeeded 
to it, preserved the conquest. But when the 
time of the judgment came, the kings of the 
North and South were again to arise. So when 
Russia, in 1828, spoiled Turkey of a large 
portion of its northern territory, he became 
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"king of the North ;" and when, shortly after- 
wards, Mehemet Ali took Egypt, he became 
"king of the South." Thus the power ap- 
peared which is destined to overthrow Turkey, 
and that power is Russia. 

Now, who that knows anything about the 
vexed "Eastern Question" fails to see that 
ever since 1828 Russia has with steady deter- 
mination endeavoured to become the conqueror 
of Turkey? That extraordinary man, Peter 
the Great, the founder of the Russian empire, 
left it as a part of his dying instructions that 
his successors should extend the empire east- 
ward, making it their grand aim to secure Con- 
stantinople for their capital, and the wealthy 
land of India for their territory. This has 
been, it still is, and will be Russian policy. 
In 1853, this northern power made a grand 
effort to secure its object, and would then have 
succeeded, had not France and Britain inter- 
fered, and by the Crimean war compelled 
Russia to take his hand from the prey he was 
about to clutch. Now, even this was a fulfil- 
ment of prophecy ; for the career of Russia is a 
matter of prediction, and by no means the least 
important of the latter-day prophecies refer to 
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this power. The thirty-eighth and half of the 
thirty-ninth chapters of Ezekiel prefigure its 
mission and destiny in " the latter days." We 
shall have occasion, in a future chapter, to 
describe these ; meanwhile it is necessary only 
to observe, that it is predicted that in his first 
attempt to effect the overthrow of Turkey, he 
should be foiled and defeated. In the fourth 
verse of the thirty-eighth chapter it is stated, 
" I will turn thee back, and put a hook in thy 
jaws." This we consider to have been fulfilled 
when, in 1855, the combined power of France 
and Britain saved Turkey from his hands, and 
forced him to give up his intention at that time. 
He was then turned back, and a hook was put 
in his jaws. Eussia has neither forgotten nor 
forgiven the mortifying defeat he sustained on 
that occasion ; neither has he abandoned his 
designs on Turkey. But he hides his time. 

So far, then, the sixth vial has been poured 
out. During the last forty years the Turkish 
power has been greatly weakened. What with 
insurrections and rebellions at home, and wast- 
ing wars with stronger powers, she is well-nigh 
exhausted. The waters of the Euphrates are 
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visibly drying up, and but for foreign aid, the 
Ottoman empire would, ere this, have been 
overthrown. 

And who shall say that its doom is not 
merited, or that the Spirit of prophecy could 
pass it by ? What a foul and bitter incarnation 
of Antichrist has it been! how has it perse- 
cuted and trampled upon the remnant of Jews 
that have clung during these long centuries 
to the land of their fathers and the ruins of 
their temple ! how has it destroyed that sacred 
land, and desecrated the holy place with the 
abomination that maketh desolate ! the Mosque 
of Omar stands upon the holy hill of Zion ; 
the false prophet is worshipped where the Lord 
of hosts was adored ; the Koran is read where 
the Law of Moses was expounded ! Then think 
how impiously it has despised and blasphemed 
Christ and His religion; no epithet has been 
too vile to cast upon Him and His followers ; no 
cruelty too great to inflict on those who called 
themselves by His blessed name, and lived and 
died in His faith. For the sake of eternal truth 
— for the sake of a humanity which Jesus has 
redeemed — for the sake of that kingdom of 
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righteousness and peace which is destined to fill 
the whole earth — the sweeping whirlwind of 
retribution must drive the Turkish power away 
Iik* the chaff, and cleanse the land which was 
of old glorified by the Lord of hosts, and which 
He shall glorify again with a glory that shall 
never pass away. 

The seventh vial, as well as the sixth, is being 
poured out at the present time. It was to be 
poured out into the air, thus signifying that it 
would affect the whole of the social and political 
atmosphere of Europe. This is the last and 
greatest vial of wrath, and culminates in the 
roar of a universal conflagration. In it the 
awful judgments of a righteous Lord are ga- 
thered and concentrated. It contains, as it 
were, the dregs of all the other vials. Under 
it the image is smitten with the stone, and 
ground into powder. Under it is " the time of 
trouble," and " the last indignation." Under it 
nation shall rise up against nation, and king- 
dom against kingdom ; when men's hearts shall 
fail them for fear, and for looking for those 
things that are coming upon the earth. Under 
it shall be national and political convulsions, 
unparalleled in all past history. Under it the 
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mystery of God shall be finished, Antichrist 
destroyed, and the Anointed One set as King 
upon the holy hill of Zion. 

The first drops of this vial fell, we think, in 
1830, when the political atmosphere of Europe 
became visibly charged with democratic elec- 
tricity; and a further flow took place in 1848, 
when France underwent another revolution, 
and the crushed nationalities of Europe seemed 
about to burst the bonds of their oppressors. The 
ardent souls of patriots believed that their dream 
of liberty was then to be realised. The hopes 
of Hungary, of Poland, and of Italy grew bright 
and wild, and from one end of Europe to the 
other there gathered a black thunder-cloud, 
which threatened to burst in a storm of univer- 
sal revolution. 

The expected storm did not then break. 
After a few lightning flashes and peals of mut- 
tered thunder, there came a lull and a calm, 
but the cloud did not disperse ; on the contrary, 
it has ever since gathered denseness and black- 
ness, and more than once has the flash gleamed 
and the roar reverberated, and thoughtful men 
have stood with beating hearts expecting the 
crash which they are conscious must come. At 
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this moment the political thunder-cloud over- 
hangs Europe, black and lurid as ever, and no 
one who can discern in any measure the signs 
of the times, fails to understand that a general 
European war is imminent, while those who 
think more profoundly, know that it is inevit- 
able. 

But no one can, from a mere political or philo- 
sophic point of view, comprehend the appalling 
character or dreadful issues of the storm that is 
to burst ; it is only by a careful and patient 
study, or an intelligent knowledge of Scripture 
prophecy, that its sublime and terrible accom- 
plishments are anticipated and understood: 
without this chart of the future, politicians 
must drift about in a sea of conjecture, and 
form their views from party feeling, from pre- 
judice, and the ever-shifting aspects of diplomatic 
procedure. It is from the high mountain-top 
of Scripture prophecy, alone, that anything 
like safe or certain anticipation is to be obtained. 
This is the Nebo that cleaves the murky 
cloud, and gives a view of the promised land, 
lying in stability, and fairest beauty, and holy 
blessedness, beyond the region which the storm 
shall desolate. Gazing from thence, there is 
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also to be, in some measure, discerned the storm " 
itself, as it bursts and rages, and overwhelms 
the nations by its fury. The awe-struck 
watcher can see the lightnings flash, and the 
earthquake heave, and hear the crashing of the 
thunder, and the awful voice out of the temple 
of heaven, saying, " It is done ! " There he 
can also see the powers of evil in the embrace 
of retribution, when the cities of the nations 
fall, and the islands flee away, and the moun- 
tains depart from their foundations. Sublime 
the prospect, and terrible as sublime ! Where 
shall the trembling heart and shrinking soul 
find support in the contemplation of it, where 
but in the thought, that the judgments come 
from the hand of the God of love, and in the 
assurance that 

" The cloud that spreads itself above, 
And veileth love, itself is love ? " 

Yes, the swift and sudden desolations which 
are soon to overtake Europe result from a visit- 
ation of Divine love. They are in strict har- 
mony with God's purpose of mercy, and plan of 
redemption. They are at once the bitter but 
inevitable fruit of evil, and the interposition of 
Him who in His love has resolved to bless and 
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redeem the world. These powers of evil, hope- 
lessly impenitent, how have they operated to 
prevent the fulness of that love from flowing 
towards the human race ! And shall they for 
eyer stand in the way of humanity's regenera- 
tion? Not justice merely, but mercy, requires 
that they should perish ; holiness and truth re- 
quire it ; the world, waiting for purification and 
deliverance, requires it ; the good of man and 
the glory of God require it ; — and when the 
terrible judgments roll athwart the earth, the 
friends of truth and the faithful followers of 
Jesus will be ready to echo the words of " the 
angel of the waters" when he exclaims, " Thou 
art righteous, Lord, which art, and wast, 
and shalt be, because thou hast judged 
thus." 

The progress of the seventh vial is to be 
marked by the peculiar agency by which the 
final strife is fermented. " I saw," says John, 
" three unclean spirits like frogs come out of 
the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth 
of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false 
prophet. They are the spirits of devils work- 
ing miracles, which go forth unto the kings of 
the earth and of the whole world, to gather 
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them together to the battle of the great day of 
God Almighty." 

The Dragon, the Beast, and the False 
Prophet we conclude to be the Turkish, Aus- 
trian, and Papal powers; and the unclean 
spirit of evil, which animates the three, is the 
influence of French policy — frogs being the 
peculiar emblem of France inscribed on her 
banners. 

Now, does not every one know that for years 
the French Emperor has been what is called 
" Master of the Situation," and that peace or 
war in Europe has depended wholly on him ? 
France is the power which holds the blood- 
hounds of war in leash ; let it slip them at any 
moment, and a European conflict ensues. It is 
universally understood that Napoleon III. gives 
the initiative of European policy. According as 
he speaks or keeps silence, acts or refrains from 
acting, do the other powers shape their course. 
Being the most powerful of the Continental 
nations, the weight of France must inevitably 
bring down whatever scale she adopts, and the 
other governments, knowing this full well, try 
to assure themselves, in all important matters, 
of the views, feelings, and intentions of this 
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most reserved and taciturn of emperors. This 
is the position which France visibly occupies, 
and it is the position which prophecy assigns 
her. Her mission is to inaugurate the final 
conflict which is to result in the destruction of 
Antichrist. Even now we recognise her move- 
ments towards that issue. Her relations to- 
wards Austria, Turkey, and Rome, are such as 
will in all likelihood lead to war. Bolstered 
up by the consciousness of French support, 
Turkey is prompted to assume a haughty and 
defiant attitude towards her powerful opponent, 
Russia, which will tempt that power to seize 
the first favourable moment to resort to warlike 
measures against " the sick man." Then the 
relation between France and the Pope is a 
critical one. If a smaller power had treated 
Rome as France has done, both politically and 
ecclesiastically, it would have been excommuni- 
cated long ago ; but the poor tottering Papacy 
is compelled to suffer in the Eternal City an 
army of occupation belonging to a power which 
has little respect for its authority, either tem- 
poral or spiritual, and which has recently dealt 
it a stunning blow by the restoration of the 
kingdom of Italy. The truth is, the Pope feels 
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France to be his greatest foe, and dare not say 
so ; nay, he must treat the Emperor with smil- 
ing courtesy, while his heart is filled with silent 
mortification and hatred. How can it be other- 
wise ? Is it not well known that the Emperor 
is in favour of the Pope's temporal power being 
abolished altogether ? and is it not the avowed 
purpose of Victor Emmanuel, whose govern- 
ment France set up, to secure Rome for the 
capital of his Italian kingdom? And then 
again, what warlike relations exist between 
Austria and France. What a standing 
jealousy and rivalry there is between these 
powers. The war of 1859 has left in the heart 
of Austria a grudge against France which time 
will never remove, and which opportunity will 
not fail to rouse into an active desire for re- 
venge. Austria and France are, in fact, na- 
tural foes, and of this they are both quite 
conscious, and are ready to draw the sword 
when a fitting pretext shall occur. France her- 
self shall by and by make the opportunity, for 
the frog-influence is at work here too. 

Thus we see that France is destined still to 
be what she has been since the Revolution — 
the scourge of Antichrist. Representing as she 
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does European democracy, we are surprised to 
see how near akin she has become to despot- 
ism. Yet why, after all, should this surprise ? 
It was of despotism that her democracy was 
born ; and is there any wonder in the , child 
shewing the features of the parent ? Despotism 
and democracy are demons both, and forcibly 
illustrate the saying that extremes meet. The 
religious characteristic of the one is superstition, 
and that of the other is scepticism ; and in this 
both are antichristian, and the common foe to 
the well-being of humanity. The same in 
spirit^ they are yet destined to torment and 
assail each other. It is the scepticism of France 
that makes her the fear and dread of Home, 
for, over her, Home cannot wield the shadow of 
power that still remains to her. The spiritual 
authority and ecclesiastical dogmas of the 
Papacy, French infidelity despises; but, on 
the other hand, for the sake of political expe- 
diency, the form of the Catholic religion is pre- 
served in the country. The principles of the 
Keformation never became national. That 
glorious movement, after separating Germany 
and a few minor provinces from Rome, went 
its purifying way to Britain and elsewhere, and 
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there found a home and an abiding dwelling- 
place. The idol of France is ngt the Pope, but 
military glory. She has no sacred traditions to 
defend — no living faith to fight in and to fight 
for; but her mission is one of irritation and 
self -aggrandisement. The Kevolution conjured 
up a demon, whose restless spirit runs to and 
fro in Europe, raising up strife and inciting to 
war ; and this spirit will never cease to act till 
the kings of the earth and of the whole world 
are gathered to the battle of the great day of 
God Almighty. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

THE POSITION OF BRITAIN. 

Many interpreters of prophecy place Britain 
among the ten horns, and prognosticate for her 
a share in the doom to which these horns ; or 
kingdoms, are destined. We unhesitatingly 
express our conviction that Britain i3 not in this 
position. She is beyond the image territory ; 
die was not a part of the Babylonian kingdom ; 
and though she ultimately belonged to the 
Roman empire, she was not an original portion 
of that empire. The ten kingdoms are the ten 
toes of the image, and are the powers into which 
the four empires, the Babylonian, Persian, 
Grecian, and Roman, were divided. The ten 
horns must, therefore, be sought for and found 
among the kingdoms of Continental Europe, 
for Britain is not one of them. 

But geographical exemption is, in itself, of 
little consequence to this country. The vital 
question to be considered is this, Is Britain an 
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and successful snuggle for liberty — Christian 
liberty. It was a truth, not more glorious 
than veritable, which wa3 asserted by her 
Majesty Queen Victoria, when, in answer to 
the heathen prince who asked her to tell him 
the secret of England's greatness, she handed 
him a Bible, and declared that to be the 
foundation on which her empire rested. The 
government and the laws of Britain professedly 
and substantially stand on Christian principles, 
Antichristian despotism never was in favour in 
this country. The spirit of the people instinc- 
tively rebelled against it ; and though for con- 
turies both kings and subjects lay under Papal 
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bondage, yet it was a bondage under which they 
groaned and writhed, and the first trumpet-blast 
of the Reformation they welcomed as the sfitifcci f 
of deliverance. 

For Britain's former connexion with Anti- 
christ, she has long since paid the price of filood 
and suffering. She passed through a period of , 
fiery purification, and at length took her stanc^ . 
as a power on those gospel principles of truth, 

.justice, and freedom under which we now 
happily live, and enjoy a prosperity which we 
fearlessly assert to be unequalled by any nation 
upon earth. 

Let us not be mistaken. We do not say 
that Britain is wholly pure and faultless, or 
that she has now no complicity with Anti- 
christ. She has, in various ways ; but it is in 
opposition to her. national principles, and these 
principles leave her open to improvement and w 
reformation. Britain may be charged with un- 
faithfulness, but not with national apostasy. 
She may be charged with a defective develop- 
ment in practice of the truth .she holds ; but 
her foundation is truth, and her course progress. 
Her very principles of freedom introduce prac- 

tical evils in a government conducted under the 
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control of the people. The self-government of a 
community, however enlightened, will, so long 

H Inhumanity is in a state of imperfection, con- 
tain anomalies and inconsistencies ; but then the 
grand fact remains, that these are anomalies 
-an&inconsistencies, thus constituting a vital dis- 
tinction between Britain and the antichristian 
powers, where evil and corruption are necessary 

' results, being the outcome of foundational error 
and apostasy. 

' ; Britain, then, we hold to be, as a nation 
separated from Antichrist, actuated by Chris- 
tian sympathies, and animated by spiritual life. 
$hall she, therefore, not be exempted from the 
plagues which are coming upon the antichris- 
tian powers ? Shall her battle for her liberty, 
and her enjoyment of freedom and adoption of 
Christian truth, avail nothing to save her from 
the retribution in which these nations shall be 
involved, who, as nations, worship the beast and 
its image? We cannot too emphatically de- 
clare our belief in the contrary, especially as 
certain expounders of prophecy conclude that 
she is a horn, and must of necessity be de- 
stroyed. What is this but clinging to the 
letter which killeth, and aacnfovb^ \5&& <«<^x>k 
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which giveth life? Whatever be Britain's 
shortcomings and defections, surely she is a 
nation in which lives the genius of the gospel 
of Jesus. Liberty, benevolence, public charity, 
progress, enlightenment, have all had a starting- 
point in the land. If there is error, sin, and 
backsliding, let it be remembered that humanity 
is in a state of imperfection ; and let this also 
never be forgotten, that Britain has only to be 
true to the religious foundation on which she 
rests, to reach national purity and righteous- 
ness. The foundation is laid, and needs not to 
be changed. What she requires to do is to 
build in harmony with the foundation, and to 
sweep away her false erections ; and when 
11 the time of trouble " comes, when God shall 
cleanse His earthly temple, and destroy His 
enemies, and purify His people, the day of fiery 
trial shall purge this land, but shall not destroy 
it. The Antichrist that is in the country, but 
not of it, shall be swept away, and the trial to 
which Britain is to be subjected shall be in 
proportion to her failure to build aright on her 
true foundation. For this is the gospel prin- 
ciple of judgment, " If any man [or any nation] 
build upon this foundation gold, silver, pre- 
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cious stones, wood, hay, stubble ; every man's 
work shall be made manifest : for the day shall 
declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire ; 
and the fire shall try every man's [or nation's] 
work, of what sort it is. If any man's work 
abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall 
receive ft reward. If any man's work shall be 
burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself 
shall be saved ; yet so as by fire." 

This is the test to which Britain shall be put 
in the day of European judgment. Her highest 
wisdom now is to cultivate that righteousness 
which exalteth a nation; to rid herself more 
and more of her connexion with Antichrist; 
and to understand, better than she yet does, the 
relation of antagonism which she occupies to 
the despotic powers of Europe, so that she may 
clearly know the work that has been given her 
to do, and do it, not from the promptings of 
instinct and feeling and interest alone, but 
from a regard for truth and justice, from a con- 
viction of duty, and from a deeper spiritual in- 
sight. She is like a great giant, working with 
half-opened eyes, and in the main she takes the 
right path, but it is less through judgment than 
through instinct. What ata xawsJa. -^«x&a> "S»> ^ 
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clearer knowledge of her position, and of her 
high mission in the interests of humanity. Let 
but her statesmen govern and her people obey, 
under a knowledge of the truth, and she shall 
proceed on her high course with immensely in- 
creased intelligence and power. 

Britain is the natural antagonist of the des- 
potisms of Europe, and she and they are equally 
conscious that she is so. She is openly disliked 
by the whole of them ; her liberal laws, her free 
institutions, her popular government, her protest 
against oppression, and her unfettered advocacy 
of human rights, make her hated by those 
powers whose thrones are based on tyranny 
and maintained by iron rule — while her physical 
power makes her feared as much as she is hated. 
This is but a natural and harmonious result. 
Britain is at once a witness of their iniquity and 
a prediction of their downfall: her greatness 
and prosperity, which are the undoubted results 
of her freedom, are an unanswerable proof that 
she, and not they, stand upon the truth \ while 
the condition of her people presents such a con- 
trast to the condition of theirs, that no one look- 
ing on the two pictures can fail to see that des- 
potism is weighed in the balance and found 
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wanting. The strength and advancement of 
Britain proves incontestable that popular govern- 
ment is no vain theory, and that free thought 
and action lead not to anarchy, but to the safest 
and securest order. Nowhere in Europe is the 
majesty of the law so manifest as in this coun- 
try, where the law-makers are the law-obeyers, 
and where the highest freedom is found to 
spring directly out of the strongest necessity. 
Accordingly, Britain has ever been a stimulative 
to patriots and peoples who have struggled to 
be free : to this land of ours all true hearts and 
panting nationalities turn for sympathy and 
guidance ; Britain is to them the land of the 
morning, the land of light and hope, the bright 
beaming star in the darkness of their sky : and 
likewise, by a correspondence of feeling, the 
despots and oppressors regard Britain with a 
common hatred, and view her as the nursery of 
European revolution. There can possibly be 
no cordial friendship between her and them; 
they belong to the doomed past, she belongs to 
the promised future; they are the offspring 
of darkness, she is the child of light ; they are 
an incarnate and developed lie, she is the em- 
bryo of undying truth. In all t\ux\^> &&^tas&&& 
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as their antipodes, and though political expe- 
diency may cause them to maintain with her an 
external correspondence, they would gladly hail 
a safe opportunity to crush and overthrow her. 

She is, however, a divinely-reserved power to 
work against them. Her place and influence in 
fulfilled prediction have been prominent within 
the last fifty years, and her whole history for 
more than three hundred years back has been a 
preparation for her grand mission on the earth. 
She was made the great centre of truth, and 
she has been a centre of influence for the whole 
world. Her ideas are not those ideas of con- 
quest or of military glory, which have ever 
animated heathen and antichristian powers ; but 
they are ideas of peace, of industry, of com- 
merce, and moral and intellectual progress. 
Thus she has colonised the earth, and planted 
her race and her principles on distant con- 
tinents. Her language is spoken, and her 
institutions flourish, in all parts of the globe ; 
while her power is so far spread as to induce 
the remark, that on the British empire the 
sun never sets. In prosecuting this work, 
she has by no means kept her garments 
spotless. She has sometimes been unjust and 
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oppressive towards the tribes whose territories 
she entered upon ; and one serious blot upon her 
conduct was the introduction of negro slavery 
into America. But see how the gospel prin- 
ciples she rested on ultimately brought her right 
on that matter, and caused her, at the cost of an 
immense sum of money, to emancipate the slaves 
in her West Indian possessions, and to decree 
that the moment the foot of a slave rested on 
British soil, that slave was free ! It is the noble 
characteristic of our country, and one which 
makes amends for many faults, that she is open 
to the ingress of truth; and that when she 
comes to see her duty, she will do it, at what- 
ever sacrifice. 

It was for a very important purpose that 
Britain rose to supremacy, and extended herself 
over the globe. The territory occupied by the 
Babylonian empire was given up to Antichrist 
There he was to establish his seat — to set up 
his banner of rebellion ; and there he was to 
reign and triumph in his wickedness, till the 
time determined should be accomplished. But 
the world at large was not to be given him for 
a prey. Christ was to have the heathen for His 
inheritance, and the uppermost \ftxte <&<!&& *ks£&» 
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for His possession ; and it was necessary that a 
diffusive and evangelising power should be 
raised up to qjpread His truth and maintain His 
cause, and to prepare the way for His kingdom 
that was to come. At the very borders of the 
antichristian territory, therefore, — and so near 
that Antichrist cast its shadow over it, yet so 
separated by insular position as to remain dis- 
tinct and apart, — the Anglo-Saxon people grew 
into a strong and independent power. Keeping 
Continental despotism in check, and sending its 
God-received life and truth into unpeopled 
wastes and heathen wilds, Britain has shadowed 
with its wings the very ends of the earth. Its 
spirit and power have quickened the tribes of 
India, and operated on the empires of China 
and Japan. It has sent its people to occupy 
the far West, and the still far more distant 
South. It has sent its missionaries and spread 
the Bible among the regions of the shadow of 
death. It is easy enough to sermonise on the 
sins of our land ; but let her be judged by the 
wid6 charity of the gospel of Christ, and let 
justice be done to the efforts she has made, and 
the achievements she has accomplished, on be- 
half of human freedom. Fix the thoughts not 
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on particular flaws and blots, but on general 
tendencies and characteristics, and these will be 
found to be on the side of trut^ and for the 
sake of that Christian truth which she holds, 
and on which she rests, she shall be rescued < 
from the fate of that spiritual Sodom, whose 
sins and crimes and foul abominations must ere 
long bring down the dregs of the last vial of 
Divine wrath. In the words of Dr Guthrie, the 
eloquent preacher and writer, and one of the 
noblest of Christians : — " Our island, the home 
of freedom and asylum of the oppressed, can 
lift up an unblushing forehead in the face of the 
nations of Europe. Secure from revolutions 
which have shaken their thrones and inflicted 
on their countries all the crimes and cruelties of 
war, she stands calm and secure on the broad 
and solid foundation of a superior morality and 
a truer faith ; and in her unparalleled dominion, 
extensive commerce, unrivalled energy, fullest 
liberty, the honour of her name, the plenty 
which fills her cup, the peace which blesses, 
and the bravery which guards her shores, she 
presents the grandest example the world ever 
saw of the truth, l Righteousness exalteth a 
nation.' " 
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Britain is, we say, a divinely-reserved 
power, and her mission is twofold, — to spread 
the truth, and take a stand against despotism. 
This Utter work she has most obviously been 
doing for the past half century. We do not 
go back to the struggle connected with the 
Reformatio^ Ijtat confine ourselves to the events 
which grew, out of the French Revolution. 
When despotism, in the frightful form of demo- 
cracy, sought to lay its iron hand on the neck 
of all Europe, Britain went forth and boldly 
met it, and for the time deprived it of power. 
By doing so, it saved the older despotisms of 
Europe ; but though this result was effected, it 
was not the purpose this country had in view. 
Not to save despotism, but to preserve liberty, 
did she fight the long and bloody battle; but 
we question if she then clearly understood the 
real work she was doing, for, as we have already 
hinted, Britain has fulfilled her mission hitherto 
more by instinct and feeling than thflfrrigh in- 
telligence or spiritual insight. But the an- 
tagonistic position she took up with regard to 
Napoleon the First, is a type of the position she 
is required always to take. It is a defensive, 
not an aggressive position ; and it is of great 
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importance that she should fully* understand 
this. For want of a right conception of it, she 
misunderstood herself in regard to the late 
Dano-Germanic war. The course she did take, 
in not rendering material aid to Denmark, was 
the right course, though naturally her sympa- 
thies lay on the side of the weak and ill-used 
power. But the course of neutrality she adopted 
was consistent with her policy in regard to 
Poland and Italy. The claims of Denmark 
were not greater than thexlaiias of those other 
countries; but Britain, being the guardian of 
universal, and not sectional liberty, kept neutral 
towards all. Mark, however, the different 
course she adopted, when some years ago Russia 
threatened to overthrow Turkey. There was 
no hesitation or perplexity then, and no thought 
of neutrality ; but, in conjunction with France, 
she opposed and successfully resisted him. 
Was this the operation of instinct again? or does 
Britain understand that it is in this direction 
the great and final battle of the world is to be 
fought, and that she is the appointed champion 
to confront despotism as it marches with im- 
pious purpose eastward? It is not in Europe that 
she shall again prevail, but in Asia tta \5>axl 
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and still more decisive Waterloo is to be won. 
Her true field of work is not on the Continent, 
but on the highway to India, and the place is 
called in the Hebrew tongue, Armageddon. 

In the approaching war of despotism against 
democracy, Britain has no call to engage ; and 
if she be true to her instincts and her mission, 
she will not interfere. But she will watch the 
combatants with vigilant eye, and husband 
her strength and resources for the hour when 
her interests are at fltake by the threatened in- 
vasion of her Eastern possessions. Till then 
she should stand aside in the position of neur 
trality she has already taken up, and make no 
alliance with an aggressive despotism. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

THE COMING EVENTS OF THE SIXTH VIAL. 

As before stated, the sixth and seventh vials 
seem to be running together. They involve in 
their contents the destruction both of the Eastern 
and Western Antichrist ; and, being thus sepa- 
rated in direction, they may be contemporary. 
This introduces a difficulty in determining the 
probable order of events. The two vials being 
parallel, the events of each may either precede 
each other, or take place at the same time. We 
must therefore be content to indicate what those 
events are, without being able to state the order 
in which they may occur. And as the sixth 
vial comeg first in numerical order, we shall 
give if on* primary consideration. 

The grfe^t #vent, then, which is to take place 
.under thia vial ia the fall of the Turkish 
Empire, The apostle John merely intimates 
this eventy but jdves no partic\jlaxs> ?autKa&£^ 
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it. He does not indicate the agency by which 
it is to be accomplished ; but lie speaks of a re- 
markable purpose which it is intended to serve. 
The Ottoman empire is to be overthrown, 
11 that the way of the kings of the east might he 
prepared." We shall offer an explanation of 
the meaning of this afterwards. It is a result 
contingent upon the weakening and final over- 
throw of the Turkish power, and that event 
obviously occurs first. 

For the discovery of the agent by which this 
is to be accomplished, we must turn to the 
eleventh chapter of Daniel, and the second clause 
of the fortieth verse : — " The king of the north 
shall come against him like a whirlwind, with 
chariots, and with horsemen, and with many 
ships; and he shall enter into the countries, 
and shall overflow and pass over." The king 
of the north is Eussia, and Russia is the future 
'• conqueror of Turkey. If Britain and France 
imagine that the Crimean campaign secured il}e 
Sultan on his throne, they labour under a great 
mistake. That campaign postponed the triumph 
of Russia in this his darling project ; but it will 
not ultimately prevent it. The dream of Peter 
the Great shall be realised in the experience of 
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one of his successors. The Muscovite will yet 
rule in Constantinople. The Greek cross will 
gleam above the crescent on the shores of the 
Bosphorus. The overthrow of Turkey as a 
power and a government will excite little re- 
gret or commiseration. The insufferable arro- 
gance of the Turkish character, the despotism 
of its rule, the corruption of its administration, 
the cruelties it has practised against Christians 
and Jews, have excluded it from European 
sympathy. It is only from its position that it 
is of importance. A strong power in possession of 
Constantinople would be highly dangerous both 
to East and West. The great barbaric strength 
of Russia is feared even in its present northern 
territory ; but let it advance to the borders of 
Asia and Europe, where it can command a 
position for the invasion of both, and the 
balance of power becomes no longer possible. 
Hence the anxiety of "France and Britain to 
prevent the northern autocrat from gaining 
a footing in the sultan's capital. His presence 
there would threaten the supremacy of France 
in the West, and endanger the possessions of 
Britain ip. the East. In short, Russia in Con- 
stantinople means the key of universal Tiowec 
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in the hands of the czar, and this the nations 
of the West cannot permit. 

Nevertheless, it is just what must come to 
pass. Turkey is a feeble power, and is grow- 
ing feebler every day. War and pestilence, 
and its own inherent corruption, are hastening 
its decay ; and it could make little or no stand 
against the assault of the King of the North. 
So long as peace is maintained in Europe, there 
is little likelihood that Kussia will effect its 
conquest, because thfe same interests which for- 
merly prompted Britain and France to oppose 
its designs, still operate, and they would un- 
doubtedly take the same course. Eussia knows 
this well enough, and, profiting by its former 
experience, will not provoke another war with 
those powers. But should a great war break 
out in Europe, the autocrat, seeing the armies 
of France engaged in other work, and having 
faith in Britain's extreme unwillingness to lend 
" material aid" to any power, will in all like- 
lihood be tempted to make another and a suc- 
cessful advance against the Porte. Late events 
in Italy and Germany have taken the public eye 
away from the doings of the czar, but he has 
been steadily concentrating his armies on his 
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southern frontier, and he could launch them 
into the Principalities in a very brief space of 
time. The terms of the prophecy indicate that 
his assault will be sudden, vehement, and irre- 
sistible. He is to come with a large fleet and 
an immense army, and sweep all before him 
like a whirlwind. He will enter "the coun- 
tries " or the Principalities, and these he will 
overflow and overpass, resting not till his fleet 
and his land forces join together on the shores 
of the Bosphorus, and he himself sits down on 
the throne of the sultans, and walks in triumph 
over the dry channel of the Euphrates. 

It may easily be imagined that the Western 
powers do not witness the conquest with apathy 
or indifference; but it is extremely probable 
that the universal war will then have broken 
out in Europe, and France will be too much 
engaged on the Continent to oppose Kussia on 
the Danube or in the Black Sea. But Britain, 
we imagine, will not be so occupier? ; and though 
she will be unable to prevent the overthrow of 
Turkey, she will hasten with all her might to 
make a determined opposition to Kussia's further 
advance eastward. Her Anglo-Indian govern- 
ment will then be directly menaced^ and aha ^ 
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bound by every consideration of honour and 
interest to protect it. Here* seems to be the 
key to ihe meaning of the pitopose mentioned 
in the prophecy, " that the way of the kings of 
the East might be prepared." So long as the 
Turkish empire stands, it remains a friendly 
power to Britain, and she will not feel con- 
strained to take those steps for the furtherance 
of the Divine purpose which is required of her. 
That purpose we believe to be the return to 
Palestine of its former light and glory, — the 
restoration of the Jews to their own land, — and 
the establishment of a mighty Christian king- 
dom of Israel. This grand consummation can- 
not be effected so long as the Ottoman rule 
exists in Syria; but when that rule is sub- 
verted by the barbaric and antichristian power 
of Kussia, Britain will be compelled to anta- 
gonise it, and one of the steps she will take for 
this purpose will be the colonisation of Judea, 
with its old inhabitants the Jews. Thus the 
way of the kings of the East will be prepared. 
The kings of the East must mean either the 
British power which rules in India, or the 
Jews, who are to be the future rulers in the 
Holy Land. 
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This is the next event which naturally claims 
our consideration^-THE Kestoration SUF the 
Jews. ' * 

Nothing in the form of prophetic interpreta- * 
tion has surprised us more than the opinion 
seriously expressed by some commentators, that 
the predictions regarding the future of the Jews 
will find their whole fulfilment in the conversion 
to Christianity of God's ancient people. To 
our view the scheme of interpretation which 
does not recognise the physical, national, and 
political restoration of the Jews misses the scope 
of prophecy altogether. The idea is neither 
in accordance with its letter nor its spirit; 
for the predictions regarding the return of the 
Jews to their own land are abundant, and 
couched in language so explicit, that nothing 
but an utter perversion of the meaning of words 
can make them apply to spiritual conversion, * 
and to that alone. Thus a physical restoration 
is so evidently in harmony with the spirit of 
God's gracious dealings, that to leave that out 
as an event to be accomplished gives a shock 
both to the reason and the heart, and creates a 
void in the universality of the Divine restora- 
tion of all things. Our coim&v3U& *ssv. *&^ 

m 
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matter are strong and unwavering. The resto- 
ration of the Jews appears to us to be the cen- 
tral point on which Scripture prophecy turns. 
In that it has its meaning and completion. 
Both the Old and the New Testament predic- 
tions point unmistakably to it, and it forms the 
grand reconciling consummation of the Divine 
procedure towards the Hebrew race, and through 
them towards the world at large. We subjoin 
a list of passages where it is plainly predicted 
that the Jews shall return in the latter days to 
their own land, and remain there a righteous 
kingdom for ever. And, in addition to these, 
we quote in full two passages from Ezekiel, 
where the event is most emphatically pre- 
dicted, and the reason given by God for His 
dispersion of the Jews among all nations : — 
Ezek. xxviii. 26, xxxiv. 11, xxxvi. 8; Isa. 
xi. 12, lx. 21, lxvi. 10; Jer. iii. 18, xxiii. 
3, xxxii. 37, xxxiii. 7 ; Hosea i. 11 ; Amos 
ix. 14. 

These passages the reader can turn up and 
peruse. They will be found to contain a re- 
petition and reiteration of the following : — 

" Moreover, the word of the Lord came unto me, Baying, 
Son of man, when the house of Israel dwelt in their own 
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land, they defiled it by their own way, and by their doings • 
their way was before me aa the uncleanness of a removed 
woman. Wherefore I poured my fury upon them for the 
blood that they had shed upon the land, and for their idols 
wherewith they had polluted it : and I scattered them among 
the heathen, and 'they were dispersed through the countries ; 
according to their way, and according to their doings, I judged 
them. And when they entered unto the heathen, whither 
they went, they profaned my holy name, when they said to 
them, These are the people of the Lord, and are gone forth 
out of his land. But I had pity for mine holy name, which 
the house of Israel had profaned among the heathen, whither 
they went. Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus 
saith the Lord God, I do not this for your sakes, house of 
Israel, but for mine holy name's sake, which ye have pro- 
faned among the heathen, whither ye went. And I will 
sanctify my great name, which was profaned among the 
heathen, which ye have profaned in the midst of them ; and 
the heathen shall know that I am the Lord, saith the Lord 
God, when I shall be sanctified in you before their eyes. 
For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you 
out of all countries, and will bring you into your own land. 
Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be 
clean : from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will 
I cleanse you. A new heart also will I give you, and a new 
spirit will I put within you j and I will take away the stony 
heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. 
And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk 
in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do 
them. And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your 
fathers ; and ye shall be my people, and I will be your God," 
(Ezek. xxxvi. 16-28.) 

" Thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I will take the chil- 
dren of Israel from among the heathen, whither they be 
gone, and will gather them on every side, and bring them 
into their own land : and I will make them one nation in 
the land upon the mountains of Israel ; and one king shall 
be king to them all : and they shall ta \tf> Tx&T^Xre^^ra&ss&ss 
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neither shall they be divided into two kingdoms any more at 
all : neither shall they defile themselves any more with their 
idols, nor with their detestable things, nor with any of their 
transgressions : but I will save them out of all their dwell- 
ing-places, wherein they have sinned, and will cleanse them : 
bo shall they be my people, and I will be their God. And 
David my servant shall be king over them ; and they all shall 
have one shepherd : they shall also walk in my judgments, 
and observe my statutes, and do them. And they shall 
dwell in the land that I have given unto Jacob my servant, 
wherein your fathers have dwelt ; and they shall ' dwell 
therein ; even they, and their children, and their children's 
children, for ever: and my servant David shall be their 
prince for ever. Moreover, I will make a covenant of peace 
with them ; it shall be an everlasting covenant with them : 
and I will place them, and multiply them, and will set my 
sanctuary in the midst of them for evermore. My taber- 
nacle also shall be with them ; yea, I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people. And the heathen shall know that 
I the Lord do sanctify Israel, when my sanctuary shall be in 
the midst of them for evermore," (Ezek. xxxvii. 21-28.) 

From these two passages, and those we have 
marked, besides many others that might have 
"been adduced, there is the plain and emphatic 
intimation that the Jews shall, in the latter 
days, return to their own land, and be converted 
to Christianity. And there is in this predicted 
event a fine and beautiful harmony of spiritual 
truth. The Jews were carried away captive 
because of their idolatry, and cast off because of 
their unbelief and rejection of Christ. Selected 
bjr God as the medium through which salva- 
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tion was to flow to fallen man, they were made 
the repository of Divine truth — the recipients of 
the law — the guardians of worship — the posses- 
sors of a high national organisation. As repre- 
sentatives of the humanity which Christ was 
to redeem, they were subjected to a heavenly 
training and a Divine discipline. They were 
separated from, and favoured above, all other na- 
tions. God communed with them through priests, 
and prophets, and kings. He guarded and pro- 
tected them ; He fought their battles ; He per- 
formed miracles for their deliverance ; He placed 
them in a land flowing with milk and honey, 
where, in the midst of abundance and all 
manner of prosperity, they might become wise 
in the things of God, and righteous in heart 
and life. 

But to what extent did this people prove 
worthy of such honour and privileges ? Their 
long history is a melancholy record of backslid- 
ing, rebellion, and apostasy. So tainted were 
they with the fatal perversity of fallen humanity, 
that they suffered themselves to be corrupted 
by the heathen nations which surrounded them, 
and led away from the worship of Jehovah to 
the worship of idols. They im^QYte^\x&E> *^xjl 
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midst the abominations practised by the neigh- 
bouring tribes and kingdoms, set up false gods 
in their sacred land, and wrought all manner 
of iniquity. Such apostasy could, of course, 
end in nothing but suffering and judgment, 
and the issue was that the greater portion of 
them were carried into a temporary captivity. 
This exile from the land of their fathers, the 
destruction of their temple, and the desolation 
of their holy city, did work for their good. It 
cured them of their idolatry, and they were re- 
stored to their country, though never again to 
their national greatness. For some four hun- 
dred years longer their kingdom existed in a 
decaying state, and they wrapped around their 
hearts the covering of pride and self-righteous- 
ness. In the languishing state of their king- 
dom and nation, they looked for a coming 
Deliverer — for the appearance of the Messiah 
promised unto their fathers, — expecting Him 
as a mighty Conqueror, who would rid them of 
all their foe's, exalt their kingdom above all the 
kingdoms of the earth, and bestow upon them 
exclusively His honours and His blessings. 

In all this they grievously missed the mean- 
ing of their whole past history, and the purpose 
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of God towards them, and towards the world 
through them. They did not comprehend that 
it was a deliverance from sin and spiritual bond- 
age that the Messiah was to "bring for them 
and for all. Their conception of truth was 
narrow, material, and grovelling; and the 
whole of their suffering, discipline, and train- 
ing resulted in making them proud, haughty- 
bigots and self-righteous Pharisees. Conse- 
quently, when Christ came unto His own, His 
own received Him not. They could not pos- 
sibly realise in the lowly Nazarene the long- 
looked-for Deliverer. Having utterly failed to 
comprehend His character and mission, there 
was no hope that they should recognise His 
person; and when He did claim to be the 
Christ, the sent of God, and gathered around 
Him a few followers and believers, their ire 
was roused against Him, and they put Him to 
death. This filled up the measure of their na- 
tional iniquity. Their kingdom, now a shadow, 
was altogether taken away — their city de- 
stroyed — their temple burned — and thousands 
of them slain by the sword, or buried among 
the ruins ; while the people, as a whole, were 
scattered over the face of the orati^ Vwst^^ss^ 
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have since wandered, and are still wandering — 
a separate, crushed, and persecuted race. 

Does prophecy leave them in this dark and 
desolate condition ? Are they sentenced, as a 
nation, to wander in perpetual exile ? Is their 
former glory only a dream of the past, and is it 
gone for ever? Is their ruined temple never 
again to be built ? — their desolate city never to 
be repaired and repeopled ? Has the glorious 
radiance which crowned the hill of Zion eter- 
nally departed ? Has the sacred city, in which 
so many wonders were done, been made a per- 
petual wilderness ? Has God cast His ancient 
people hopelessly away? Is His mercy clean 
gone for ever, and has He forgotten to be 
gracious ? 

Assuredly no. The prophecies we have 
quoted refer to their full and final restoration. 
Having rejected Christ, their first dispensation 
of grace and mercy ended, that the fulness of 
the Gentiles might come in, and that at last 
both Jew and Gentile might enter together the 
final dispensation of the kingdom of Christ. 
Jesus himself prophesied very distinctly of 
their present dispersion and its duration : — 
" There shall be great distress in the land, and 
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wrath upon this people. And they shall fall 
by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away 
captive into all nations : and Jerusalem shall 
be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times 
of the Gentiles he fulfilled" And the apostle 
Paul repeats the prediction of his Lord when 
he says, "Blindness in part is happened to 
Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come 
in." 

The present dispersion of the Jews, then, is 
to cease at the end of "the times of the Gen- 
tiles." The Jews having been cast off, the 
Gentiles were put in their place, and Divine 
truth committed to their keeping. Now, " the 
times of the Gentiles " are just the times stretch- 
ing from the destruction of Jerusalem to the 
end of the seventh vial. The Gentiles have 
not kept the truth any more than did the Jews, 
for they, too, have fallen off into apostasy, and 
have likewise received, and must still receive, 
punishment .and Divine judgment At the 
close, then, of the sixth and seventh vials, the 
Jews are to be restored to their own land. 
Their full restoration will not, we think, take 
place till after the destruction of Antichrist; 
but we are inclined to believe that *. ^xSaak 
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restoration will take place when the Turkish 
empire is overthrown by Kussia. Britain, 
which, as we shall afterwards see, is to be the 
chief agent in restoring them, will, in all prob- 
ability, plant a colony of them in Judea as a 
check against the autocrat. The imminence 
of the danger which threatens will cause her to 
use every possible means within her reach to 
keep the conqueror back, and this step is one 
that will naturally present itself. The Jews in 
England will themselves be fully alive to the 
importance of preserving Palestine from Kussian 
possession, and will readily second the British 
Government in its efforts. The Jews, during 
all their exile, have never lost faith and hope in 
their restoration to their own land ; and they 
know that so long as Turkey governs it, the 
soil will not be taken possession of. But should 
the czar secure it as a part of his dominions, 
then the land tenure of the North would be made 
applicable to it, and it would be bought and 
sold by Kussian subjects — thus alienating it 
from its natural Hebrew inheritors. To pre- 
vent this, the influential Jews in this country 
would almost certainly give their aid to form a 
colony oi their own people in or near to Jeru- 
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salem, who would do their utmost to save the 
land from the advancing conqueror. In addi- 
tion to this, Britain will probably strengthen 
her position in the Mediterranean, and bring 
forward not only her home forces, but all the 
resources of her Indian Empire, to confront the 
autocrat. 

And thus the sixth vial, whose dregs shall 
annihilate the Ottoman power, shall close amid 
mighty preparations for a decisive contest ; and 
the murky thunder-cloud, which has by this time 
been sending its terrific storm over Europe, will 
begin to roll eastward, where it will burst in the 
crash of final doom. 
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CHAPTEE VIII. 

THE COMING EVENTS OP THE SEVENTH AND 
LAST VIAL. 

We are now, in the course of this exposition, 
brought to a consideration of the approaching 
War amongst the Powers of Europe. This 
war is predicted under the seventh vial, which 
we conclude to have begun in 1830, when the 
second French Eevolution again brought up 
democracy to confront and assail despotism. 
In 1848, the second stage of the vial was evi- 
dently accomplished; and a few years later, 
when the French empire was re-established 
under Napoleon III., the democratic power was 
once more fully embodied, since which time 
France has been a constant menace, and an 
open fear to Europe. If France is not so 
much hated by the other powers as Britain 
is, she is more feared, for they well know 
that the Napoleonic dynasty is the incarnation 
of revolution. It was revolution that created, 
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and revolution that restored it. It must, there- 
fore, stand upon and work through revolution. 
Napoleon III. dares not and desires not to de- 
sert the principles of 1789. His rule is un- 
questionably despotic; but his despotism has 
in it little or nothing of the ecclesiastical ele- 
ment. His policy is a selfish and worldly 
policy. He, no less than his uncle, represents 
France — democratic and sceptical France. 
He received his power from "the mountain," 
and requires to watch well, and to sternly 
repress the intrigues and conspiracies of the 
other factions — the Orleanists and Legitim- 
ists. 

France, however, as we before stated, is the 
firebrand that is to ignite the great European 
conflagration, and we now see it in a position 
calculated to do this work. Disliked and 
dreaded by the other powers, its natural work 
is to oppose them, and its traditionary feelings 
lead it to assail them. Antichrist is thus 
divided against itself. If France had remained 
the tool and slave of the Papacy, we do not sec 
where there would have been an internal agent 
to weaken and shatter it; but this powerful 
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nation, passing out of the region of ignorance 
and superstition into that of infidelity, — the 
opposite pole of antichristian apostasy, — intro- 
duced the element of self-destruction. Evil 
can be perpetuated only so long as it maintains 
the semblance of unity ; and the unity of Anti- 
christ being thoroughly broken by the first 
French Revolution, it became inevitable that, 
from that time, its nations and kingdoms would 
rise up against each other. 

Turning now to the prophecy, we read that 
the outpouring of the seventh vial on the air 
was immediately followed by voices and thunders 
and lightnings — that is, by great public agita- 
tion, and threatenings of a general conflict. 
Now, this has been precisely the state of mat- 
ters in Europe since 1830. Throughout its 
entire length and breadth it has been excited 
and alarmed; and frequently have the lightnings 
flashed and the thunders of war rolled. As 
yet these lightnings have been fitful, and the 
thunder-peals not greatly prolonged; but, to 
every one who has had occasion to consider 
them, they give indication of a terrible im- 
pending storm — the awful character of which, 
iowever, is to be gathered from Scripture pro- 
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phecy alone. It is thus that the apostle John 
describes it : — 

" And there was a great earthquake, such as was not since 
men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so 
great. And the great city was divided into three parts, and 
the cities of the nations fell : and great Babylon came in re- 
membrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine 
of the fierceness of his wrath. And every islanjl fled away, 
and the mountains were not found. And there fell upon 
men a great hail out of heaven : and men blasphemed God 
because of the plague of the hail ; for the plague thereof was 
exceeding great." — Rev. xvi. 18-21. 

Daniel characterises the appalling catastrophe 
as " a time of trouble, such as never was since 
there was a nation, even to that same time." 
And Christ, the greatest authority of all, thus 
prophesies of it : — " And there shall be signs 
in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars ; 
and upon the earth distress of nations, with 
perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; 
men's hearts failing them for fear, and for 
looking after those things which are coming 
on the earth : for the powers of heaven shall 
be shaken." 

Can language indicate anything more appal- 
ling than this coming war? It will be uni- 
versal and unprecedented. All the wars that 
have in former times raged on the earth are as 
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nothing to this final and overwhelming con- 
flict ; and we believe it is nigh at hand, even 
at the door. It comes as a preparation for, and 
the immediate occasion of, the fall of Papal 
Rome — an event which is calculated by most 
interpreters to take place in or near to the year 
1866. In all probability, therefore, it is just 
on the eve of bursting forth. Let us try to 
come to some understanding of its political and 
physical features. 

It is a war which, in its various character- 
istics, shall be final — that is, the opposing 
powers will instinctively understand that they 
are fighting for very existence — that their 
quarrel is mortal, and can only terminate with 
the overthrow of one side or the other. It is 
the last and uncompromising struggle between 
democracy and despotism — between the ancient 
and the later blasphemies. They well know 
that they cannot exist together, and conclude 
that Europe must be ruled either by the one or 
the other. Despotism, standing on its pedestal 
of hoary antiquity, and looking upon demo- 
cracy as a deadly heresy, which threatens its 
existence, will muster for its destruction ; and 
democracy, imagining in its turn that it is 



Seventh and Last Vial. 117 

destined to annihilate the old supersitions and 
oppressions, and realise its wild dream of 
liberty, will put forth its utmost efforts to hurl 
the thrones of tyrants to the dust. It is long 
since the two combatants entered the lists; 
but hitherto they have been only measuring 
their strength, and feinting at each other with 
a few passages of arms. Once before, indeed, 
they met in deadly determined conflict, and the 
young demon of democracy was restrained. But 
its strength has returned, and it looks forward to 
resume the contest on more equal terms. Thus 
both sides are prepared for a decisive encounter, 
and are conscious that they must conquer or 
die. It is no holy war that is to shake the 
powers of Europe. It is no struggle in behalf 
of a great or sacred cause. Both sides are 
aggressors, fighting for worldly rule, and not 
for eternal truth. It is a battle between parent 
and child — the one being bent on strangling 
the other. It is Antichrist tearing and devour- 
ing its own intestines. Christianity has no 
part nor lot in it. The godless world-power 
is striving for mastery over itself. 

In what direction, or in what manner, is the 
storm likely to burst? "Wiiesfe^ tst fese^ ^asfc* 
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cause, shall the war begin ? These questions 
naturally arise, but the prophecy does not an- 
swer them. A very trivial matter may suffice 
to bring on a contest for which everything is 
so ripe. There is a possibility that it may yet 
be produced by the terms of peace which Aus- 
tria and Prussia have imposed upon Denmark. 
France did not think fit to interpose in favour 
of the weak and much-abused power of Den- 
mark when its territory was invaded, and its 
brave army crushed by the legions of the 
allies; but a peace which makes a Danish 
port a Prussian arsenal may lead to some de- 
monstration on the part of the emperor. We 
are inclined to think, however, that it will be 
the Italian question which shall bring on the 
conflict. The power most directly opposed to 
France in Europe is Austria. These two are 
not only the chief representatives of democracy 
and despotism, but they are jealous rivals, 
their interests clash, and in Italy meet in direct 
opposition. Napoleon, for some private reason 
of his own, did not prosecute the Italian war of 
1859 to the end of his own programme. He 
stopped short at Villafranca ; but his previous 
declaration, as well as his positive, a&ti<m.> com- 
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mits him to the cause of complete Italian in- 
dependence. If it was right that Naples and 
Florence should be delivered from the despots 
that crushed them, and that Austria should be 
driven out of Lombardy, it is right that the 
kingdom of independent Italy should extend to 
Home and Venice, and that the country should 
be free "from the Alps to the Adriatic." 
Italian patriotism declares that it will cease not 
to struggle for this ; and the government of 
Victor Emanuel does not disguise that it is 
with it an object of the future. Now, the 
restlessness and impatient ardour of the one will 
force the other to action, and an early outbreak 
in Italy seems inevitable. It is easily seen 
what Austria will do. She will defend her 
Venetian province with all her strength, and 
come with her whole power against Italy. Can 
France remain an idle spectator of such a con- 
test? Impossible. She is bound to stand by 
Italy against both Austria and the Papacy. 
She cannot, with any show of consistency, 
openly oppose any attempt of her protegl to 
complete an independence which she herself in- 
augurated and partly accomplished* The peace 
of Villafranca was but poat^oum^ ^ q$&&ss&» 
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which cannot be evaded. If the Emperor 
Napoleon thought in 1859 that he had defin- 
itely settled the Italian question, his sagacity is 
less than Europe gives him credit for. The des- 
tiny of Italy, or the extent of its independence, 
was not to be decided in any such arbitrary 
manner. The suddenness and unaccountability 
of the peace took the world by surprise ; and 
there can be little doubt that Napoleon himself 
did not contemplate such a termination of the 
war when he engaged in it. But the proba- 
bility is that the position he assumed as the 
champion of Italian liberty brought him into 
correspondence with the patriots of Europe, 
and shewed him the wide-spread revolutions 
which would follow from the establishment of 
a complete Italian kingdom ; jand the emperor, 
appalled at the prospect, drew suddenly back. 
It mattered not. His relinquishment of the 
prosperous campaign, even when the tide of 
victory ran strong in his favour, delayed, but 
will not avert, the crisis. The Italians will not 
be content to allow the Austrians to remain in 
Venice, nor satisfied without Home for their 
capital. The work of 1859 will be resumed, 
and France, willingly or unwillingly, shall be 
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drawn into the struggle. This seems the most 
probable way in which the universal conflict 
shall be begun ; but some other event, at pre- 
sent unforeseen and unthought of, may arise; 
small and insignificant it may be, but sufficient 
to produce the mighty catastrophe. So ripe is 
antichristian Europe for the harvest of strife 
and death, that the slightest wind of anger or 
jealousy will shake the fruit ; or, to take the 
metaphor of the prophecy, the air is so fully 
charged with the electric fluid of the political 
thunder-cloud, that the slightest disturbing 
movement will draw down the storm. 

The first predicted effect of the thunder and 
the earthquake is to be the division of the great 
city into three parts, and the fall of the cities of 
the nations. By " the great city," the territory 
of the ten horns is meant — the area of the 
kingdoms which are the subjects of the pro- 
phecy — the European realm of Antichrist. 
Three great powers will appear in Europe as 
leaders in the strife, and to one or other of these 
three powers the smaller kingdoms will attach 
themselves, either as allies or as subjugated 
provinces. Prussia, Austria, and France are 
likely to be these three powers. What part 
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Prussia will take in the fray is a question 
difficult to answer at present. Judging .by re- 
cent policy, she gives indications of abandoning 
those principles of liberty which Protestant 
Germany embraced, and returning to ideas of 
purest despotism. She is now making an ally 
of Austria ; and should this friendship continue, 
she will probably join that power against 
France. This conjecture is strengthened by 
the rumour so evasively denied, yet generally 
credited, that a new Holy Alliance has been 
formed ; and that Prussia, Austria, and Russia 
have leagued together, binding each to support 
the others on all questions and quarrels regard- 
ing internal or foreign affairs. The formation of 
this alliance does not in the least surprise us. 
It is. a combination based on an instinctive 
necessity. Despotism is conscious that the 
final struggle between it and democracy is at 
hand; and it is taking measures to crush its 
dangerous foe, as it did when the latter rose to 
such alarming proportions under the first 
Napoleon. If the alliance be not formally 
made, it is at least well understood by the 
three powers that they stand by one another 
against France and revolution. Hence there 
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is the strongest necessity that France and the 
revolutionists of Europe should go hand in 
hand. Napoleon was frightened from this 
connexion in 1859 ; but he will yet gladly 
choose it. When the despotic powers are 
openly arrayed against him, he will no longer 
scruple to give countenance and aid to Hungary 
and Poland ; and from that moment the war 
becomes universal and beyond all control. 
With the strongest passions and the wildest 
hopes let loose, further compromise is impos- 
N sible. France, Italy, and the oppressed nation- 
alities on the one side, and Prussia, Russia, 
and Austria on the other, will wage a war, 
which even unaided reason sees must be un- 
paralleled by all former wars. Reflect what 
progress the powers of Europe have made in 
the construction of warlike weapons since the 
last great Continental war; what an increase 
has been made on the power of heavy ordnance, 
and in the capabilities of vessels ! There are 
the tremendous iron ships of the French navy, 
and the immense guns and mortars, which all 
the powers possess, both for land and sea ser- 
vice. All these indicate a power of destruction 
utterly unknown in former times, and render it 
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no difficulty to understand that a great war 
now must be inconceivable in its effects. How, 
then, shall we imagine the consequences of a con- 
flict in which the whole world-power is engaged? 
The destructive power of evil will never become 
so apparent as then, when it is turned in upon 
itself. Then, also, will appear the true value 
of European civilisation and advancement in 
art and science when cultivated apart from 
Christianity. The very forces of nature which 
evil takes to work upon, contribute finally to 
its overthrow. In connexion with obedience to 
law, and with the principles of rectitude, Nature 
and all its powers work for human wellbeing ; 
but when, as in the case of Antichrist, the con- 
ditions of wellbeing are rejected, nature's forces 
can be, and are, turned to purposes of destruc- 
tion. Thus we have the ruining and desolat- 
ing influence of the engines of war ; and these 
will do their fell work with unexampled in- 
tensity in the world's final conflict. The 
apostle John saw in vision that " the cities of 
the nations fell." What particular cities will 
be laid in ruins, we know not ; but the fact 
that there will be cities destroyed indicates the 
fierceness and uncompromising character of the 
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contest. A fallen city implies an array of un- 
imagined horrors — a dark and terrible scene of 
plunder and massacre, and cruelties of the very 
worst description. And yet it is not one city, 
but many, that shall be overtaken by this fate. 
The opposing armies of Antichrist, sweeping 
across the countries of devoted Europe, shall 
level and ravage the cities of their foe, and 
spread ruin and desolation far and wide. 

The power of Austria will probably be the 
first to feel the shock of a wave of retribution 
from this surging sea of Divine judgment. 
Austria, as the two-horned beast, has been the 
chief supporter of Papal Antichrist. It has 
been the most obedient and zealous servant of 
the Papacy. It practised all its abominations 
and cruelties, and shall be dragged first into 
the whirlpool of wrath. But the chief event of 
this stage of the war, is the destruction of 
Home — the throne of Antichrist, the seat of its 
inspiration, the centre of the iniquitous system. 

The prophecy emphatically and specially 
foreshadows the overthrow of Eome both as a 
city and a system. Amid the general judg- 
ment, a special doom is reserved for her. And 
it is meet and fitting that it should be so. 
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Rome has been the great tempter of the nations 
to evil, and their great example in the practice 
of evil. She is represented as the great whore 
with whom the kings of the earth have com- 
mitted fornication. It was at the instigation of 
Rome, and under her priestly sanction, that the 
powers of Europe persecuted and massacred the 
saints. And for this reason it was that in her 
" was found the blood of prophets and of saints, 
and of all that were slain upon the earth." Her 
tools — the ministers of her ungodly behests — 
were not guiltless, and shall not escape the 
judgment which is their due. But the original 
guilt of all lies at her door, and shall draw 
down upon her a signal vengeance. Accord- 
ingly it is said that u great Babylon came in 
remembrance before God, to give unto her the 
cup of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath." 
When the hosts of democracy and despotism 
are fairly mustered for the battle, and the mor- 
tal and decisive character of the contest be- 
comes apparent, France will no longer find it 
expedient to support the temporal power of the 
Pope, but will second the efforts of Italy to make 
Rome the chief city of its kingdom; The thin 
mask of respect which France now wears over 
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her contempt for Popery will be thrown aside, 
and the Austrian support being by this time 
cut away from the Papacy, it shall in its help- 
less weakness fall' into the hands of democracy 
and perish. Probably it will at the same time 
dawn upon the consciousness of the powers 
which deal with her, that she has been the 
cause of all their evils, and this will produce a 
hatred which shall prompt them to destroy her. 
The horns, it is prophesied, " shall hate the 
whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, 
and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire." 
In the hands of democracy, Kome shall find 
no mercy. Those chains will then be broken 
by which she seduced and captivated the kings 
of the earth, and she will appear in her vileness 
and wickedness. Then, too, shall the cup of 
her iniquity be full, and the Lord himself shall 
judge and punish her. We cannot read the 
description of her downfall in the eighteenth 
chapter of Kevelation, without coming to the con- 
clusion that her final overthrow will be effected 
by fire — that the city of Kome will be literally 
burned to ashes. God has before this overthrown 
wicked cities by a similar judgment; on Sodom 
and Gomorrah He rained down fire and brim- 
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stone, and they were consumed. Nineveh was 
literally destroyed according to prediction; 
Babylon, too, — the prototype of Rome both in 
wickedness and fate, — has physically perished. 
And the prophecy concerning the destruction of K 
the ancient Babylon is strikingly similar to 
that concerning Rome : — " Babylon, the glory 
of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees' excel- 
lency, shall be as when God overthrew Sodom 
and Gomorrah. It shall never be inhabited, 
neither shall it be dwelt in from generation to 
generation : neither shall the Arabian pitch tent 
there ; neither shall the shepherds make their 
fold there : but wild beasts of the desert shall 
lie there; and their houses shall be full of 
doleful creatures." And of Rome, the modern 
Babylon, it is said, " With violence shall that 
great city Babylon be thrown down, and shall 
be found no more at all. And the voice of 
harpers, and musicians, and of pipers, and 
trumpeters, shall be heard no more at all in 
thee ; and no craftsman, of whatsoever craft he 
be, shall be found any more in thee ; and the 
sound of a millstone shall be heard no more at 
all in thee ; and the light of a candle shall shine 
no more at all in thee," &c. 
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Now, ancient Babylon has been literally de- 
stroyed according to the prediction. For ages 
it has lain in ruins, and wild beasts have made 
their dens among the rubbish. And shall 
Rome — the mystical Babylon, the mother of 
harlots, the city of the foulest abominations — 
escape a similar fate ? Assuredly the prophecy 
against her shall be fulfilled to the letter, as it 
was in the case of those cities we have men- 
tioned, and also in the case of Tyre. Not far 
from Rome herself there is an overthrown city, 
whose ruins are now being disentombed from 
the grave of nearly two millenniums, — Pompeii, 
which in one hour was overwhelmed by the< 
burning lava of Vesuvius. Rome, we believe, 
will be destroyed by a volcanic eruption. It is 
well known that the central fires of the earth 
have long been raging with peculiar intensity 
underneath her, and it needs but that, at the 
hour of her doom, these should force their way 
through the ground and envelop her in a very 
lake of fire and brimstone. Such a catastrophe 
seems to be indicated in the prophecy, " Her 
plagues shall come in one day, death, and mourn- 
ing, and famine; and she shall be utterly 
burned with fire : for strong is the Lord God 

I M 
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who judgeth her. And the kings of the earth, 
who have committed fornication and lived deli- 
riously with her, shall bewail her, and lament 
for her, when they shall see the smoke of her 
burning, standing afar off for the fear of her 
torment, saying, Alas, alas ! that great city 
Babylon, that mighty city ! for in one hour is 
thy judgment come." 

But while her guilty associates are thus be- 
wailing her doom, and trembling at the sight of 
her awful destruction, high above the ascending 
smoke of her torment the hosts of heaven are 
crying, " Alleluia ; Salvation, and glory, and 
honour, and power, unto the Lord our God : for 
true and righteous are his judgments." "Let us 
be glad and rejoice, and give honour to hiim: 
for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his 
wife hath made herself ready." The Christian 
heart can rejoice over the judgments that over- 
take Antichrist, because these prepare the way 
for the kingdom of Christ and for the establish- 
ment of His glorious government on the earth. 
The punishment of Antichrist can never be a 
matter of regret to those in whose eyes the 
honour of Christ and the truth of God are sa- 
cred. That punishment comes in the form of 
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strict retributive judgment. The subjects of it 
supported a system which has blighted human- 
ity with a bitter curse, inflicted suffering and 
sorrow on millions of the race, and lifted a high 
hand of rebellion and blasphemy against the 
Saviour of the world. In truth and righteous- 
ness shall the judgments come ; yea, they pro- 
ceed from a hand of mercy and love, and their 
result will be to purge the world of iniquity, 
and purify it for an institution of holiness. 

At the time of the destruction of Eome the 
war between democracy and despotism shall not 
have terminated ; but the latter shall about this 
time be reinforced by the strength of Russia. 
During the first period of the contest, Russia 
will, in all probability, be engaged with the con- 
quest of Turkey ; but no sooner will he be in 
possession of Constantinople, with his legions 
around him, than he shall, either at the invitation 
of the despotic powers, or acting according to 
his own will, throw himself with his enormous 
forces into the contest, and effectually turn the 
scale against France and Italy, and those powers 
associated with them. At the time of his in- 
terference, both sides shall be considerably ex- 
hausted, and his mighty force will swee\> resist- 
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lessly through the broken ranks of the Western 
armies. He will, in short, become, if not the 
conqueror, yet the master of Europe. Under 
his leadership the shattered force of Austria will 
revive ; the wavering armies of despotism will 
receive him with acclamations; and by his help 
despotism itself will triumph. 

This subjugation of Europe by Eussia is not 
expressly predicted in the prophecy, unless it 
be implied in the passage, " He shall enter into 
the countries, and shall overflow and pass over." 
It may be that this refers to more than his in- 
vasion and conquest of Turkey, and applies 
equally to his achievements in Europe ; but 
whether or not, we find in the next part of the 
prophecy — the part which specially describes his 
mission and destiny — that the whole of the 
nations of Europe are under his leadership. 
This passage is the thirty-eighth chapter of 
Ezekiel, which contains a description of the 
final attempt and utter destruction of Antichrist. 
Eussia is there spoken of under the designation, 
" Gog, the land of Magog, the chief prince of 
Meshech and Tubal." 

Many commentators consider that the pro- 
phecy contained in these two chapters (the thirty- 
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eighth and thirty-ninth of Ezekiel) was fulfilled 
long ago, and have striven hard to find a por- 
tion of history to suit it ; but these attempts 
have been most unsuccessful. No personage, 
or event, of ancient or modern history, at all 
answers to the description ; besides, it is plainly 
stated that it shall occur u in the latter days" 
and be followed by the uninterrupted temporal 
and spiritual prosperity of the people of Israel 
— statements clearly shewing that it is yet 
future. A little examination, however, will 
shew that it is to the Emperor of Kussia, and 
to him alone, that the passage refers. 

It is agreed by all the learned, that the sen- 
tence, " chief prince of Meshech and Tubal," 
should be rendered u prince of Eos 7 Mosc, and 
Toll." The Hebrew word rosh, rendered "chief" 
is a proper, and not a common noun, and has a 
similar signification to Mosc and Tobl. These 
three words, then, are the names of three coun- 
tries, and the person prophesied against, is their 
prince or ruler. By identifying these three 
nations or countries, therefore, we are enabled 
to discern the personage spoken of. 

Eos was the name originally applied to Russia; 
Mosc, to Muscovy ; and Tobl, to that extensive 
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region lying to the east of Muscovy, now called 
Siberia. To these facts ancient history testifies, 
so that we could not desire clearer evidence that 
the object of the prophecy is the ruler of these 
nations, and, as all our readers know, the Em- 
peror of Eussia is the man. 

But the same personage is called by another 
title — namely, " Gog, the land of Magog," or 
Gog of Magog, an appellation which gives us 
further insight into the doings of Russia in the 
West. Magog was one of the sons of Japheth, 
and, along with his brethren, emigrated from theii 
home in the mountains of Taurus and Amanus, 
entered Europe at the river Don, and spread 
themselves westward, occupying the territories, 
and transmitting their names through these to 
the families they reared. These families have 
now become nations, and originally bore the 
name of their founder. Thus Magog founded 
the Magogae or Scythoe, who took possession of 
the countries now known as Wallachia, Tran- 
sylvania, Hungary, and Germany. 

Gog is a name which has long puzzled ex- 
positors, as no trace can be found of it in the 
Hebrew genealogies. It is only by the aid of 
profane history that we can throw any light on 
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its signification; but as the historical incident 
which gives us this light, connects the name 
immediately with Germany or Magog, we have 
no doubt whatever that we have reached the 
meaning of the phrase. In Fredegarius's His- 
tory of the Reign of Sigebert, king of Austrasia, 
one named Gog was, during the infancy of that 
king, raised to the office of chief of the palace, 
or, as we would call it, Regent He was a 
foreigner, and thus better able to keep the na- 
tive nobles in check, than if he had been one of 
themselves. He continued to rule the nation 
with great success till the prince came of age, 
and got a wife from Spain, who took an un- 
accountable dislike to the late regent, and in- 
stigated her husband to put him to death. 

According to this explanation, " Gog, of the 
land of Magog," is ruler or governor of Ger- 
many and the Sythian countries. And this Rus- 
sia will become when he takes the shattered 
power of Austria under his leadership. 

Among the nations enumerated by the pro- 
phet as following Gog, is " Gomer and all his 
bands." Gomer was another of Japheth's sons, 
who founded the Gomari or Galatse, which set- 
tled on the banks of the Rhine, and under the 
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general denomination of Franks, overran and 
subdued Gaul, permanently changing its name 
into France. Gomer and his bands is therefore 
France, and its dependencies Corsica, Algiers, &c. 
The French empire will thus be of short dura- 
tion. It must of necessity fall, because it is one 
of the image toes, and these are all kingdoms, 
— none of them are, at " the end," empires. It 
is probable that when, at the head of affairs in 
France, the czar will replace the Bourbons on 
the throne, who will continue to reign under the 
the control of Eussia. 

Behold, then, the autocrat lord of all the 
West, and the time come when he must u enter 
the glorious land," followed by the kings he has 
subdued, and their numerous armies. Never 
was such a multiform and mixed force marshal- 
led under one leader, or engaged in one enter- 
prise. Not even the motley rank of a crusading 
army in early days could vie with the host now 
at Eussia's back. Well may Ezekiel describe 
them as a " cloud to cover the land," and as 
horses and horsemen clothed with all sorts of 
armour, a great company, with bucklers and 
shields, all of them handling swords. The wild 
horses and barbarous hordes of Tartary, and the 
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semi-savages of Moscovy, will mingle with the 
trim and gaudy uniforms of the West, and the 
majesty of European cavalry. The music of all 
nations will be blended into one shrill war-whoop, 
wilder and fiercer than was ever heard among 
Indian tribes. The refinement of civilisation 
and the roughness of barbarism, the two ex- 
tremes of humanity, will have met on a com- 
mon level, to march onward to a common doom 
— a significant fact this of the reality of that 
superiority which mere natural improvement 
confers. The enlightened educated nations of 
continental Europe are at last distinguished in 
no degree from the ignorant and uncivilised in- 
habitants of the North. 

And thus Kussia goes forth with " a hook in 
his jaws," and his face toward the East. By 
the term, a hook in his jaws, the prophet pro- 
bably means, the bait which draws him in the 
direction of Judea. His real object in this jour- 
ney is to conquer the then wealthy colonies 
which are situated in Syria and by the Ked Sea, 
and gain possession of the East Indies, thus 
realising the grand scheme of Peter the Great, 
and establishing his universal empire. This, we 
say, is his object in now pushing eastward with 
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his monstrous force ; but the prophetical design 
of the expedition is very different. He is now 
proceeding forward as " the king of the north," 
as the " dragon," and as the " beast;" while 
the kings behind him are the ten horns, and their 
destination is the valley of Jehoshaphat, where 
the great battle of Armageddon is to be fought. 
In that mighty moving mass we find the entire 
image of Nebuchadnezzar, with its golden head, 
its silver arms, its brazen thighs, and its iron 
legs — going to the place where the stone cut 
without hands may fall upon it and grind it to 
powder. Truly God's thoughts are not as his 
thoughts ; for while he is saying to himself, " I 
will go up to the land of unwalled villages ; I 
will go to them that are at rest, to take a spoil 
and to take a prey, to turn mine hand upon the 
people that are gathered out of the nations, which 
have gotten cattle and goods" — Jehovah is say- 
ing, " I will bring him up from the north parts 
into the land of Israel, and I will call for a sword 
against him throughout all my mountains, and 
I will plead against him with pestilence and 
with blood ; and I will rain upon him, and upon 
his bands, and upon the many people that are 
with him, an overflowing rain, and great hail- 
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stones, fire, and brimstone; and he shall fall, 
him and all his bands, upon the mountains of 
Israel." 

We have noticed, but merely noticed the bait 
which draws him on to "his destruction. That 
rich land which has been the coveted object of 
Eussia since Peter's time, is, as all know, in the 
possession of the British power. Originally it 
formed a part of Alexander's dominion ; and it 
is very singular that one of the emblems of the 
British sovereignty is a unicorn, or a goat with 
one horn — the very symbol employed in Daniel 
to represent Alexander the Great. Our country, 
therefore, is the representative of the renowned 
Macedono-Indian dominion; and to shew the 
sublimity of retributive justice, we, by holding 
this territory, are destined to antagonise " the 
king of the north." We have every reason to 
conclude from the prophecy, that it was the ori- 
ginal King of the North who broke up the Alex- 
andrine dominion ; at all events, India was in- 
cluded in his territory, but revolted from him. 
Looking at Eussia's attempt on India from this 
point of view, we merely see " the king of the 
north " recovering a revolted province of his em- 
pire. But, on the other hand, in the antagonism 
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of Britain, we behold the original sovereign of 
the northern king, checking the ambition of that 
power which aforetime prevailed against him. 

Britain is, meanwhile, doing what she can to 
block up his way. She will take possession of 
every prominent or commanding point between 
Turkey, Persia, and India. Many of these she 
has already, and others, it is obvious, she must 
gain. Besides, having the control of Egypt, 
she will occupy Dedan, in order to command 
the Straits of the Persian Gulf; and to prevent 
the czar from getting a footing on the north- 
east of the Ked Sea, and reaching India by the 
Straits of Babel-Mandel, she will take posses- 
sion of the coast from Persia to the Straits, thus 
occupying Dedan, Edom, andAmmon. Another, 
and far more important step on her part will be 
the planting of a colony of Jews in Palestine, 
for the double purpose of raising a barrier in 
the way of Eussia, and gaining the permanent 
friendship of the people of Israel when they are 
again restored as a nation to their own land. 

He at length approaches with his mighty 
host, and the commanders of the British for- 
tifications prepare to resist him. " Sheba, and 
Dedan ; and the merchants of Tarshish, with all 
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the young lions thereof, shall say unto him, Art 
thou come to take a spoil ? hast thou gathered thy 
mighty company to take from us the goods we 
have gathered, and the land we possess?" 
Probably the only answer vouchsafed to this 
interrogation will be by the musket or the can- 
non ; for we are told, u many countries shall be 
overthrown." Still the fortifications on the 
coast of the Ked Sea withstand him ; for " Edom 
and Moab, and the chief of the children of 
Ammon," shall escape out of his hand. It fares 
worse, however, with Egypt ; for that country 
falls into his power. The long wars of the King 
of the North and the King of the South, which 
took place before their suppression by the little ' 
horn, are at length terminated, and the King of 
the South is overthrown. Kussia gets possession 
of " the fleshpots of Egypt," but their contents 
are nothing among his hungry army. He 
stretches forth his hand upon Lybia and Ethi- 
opia, and these two tribes also submit to his 
authority. 

Yet all is not smooth, or well with him ; for 
the British power in the East and North threatens 
to stop him from advancing further. The intel- 
ligence of this u troubles " and enragea fcusLt«&sL 

m 
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only serves to quicken his speed. He enters the 
glorious land, and lays siege to the holy city 
itself. Many a time has Jerusalem been assailed 
and defended, since the eventful moment when 
Jesus, on beholding it from a neighbouring emi- 
•nence, wept over it, and exclaimed, " O Jerusa- 
lem, Jerusalem ! thou that killest the prophets, 
and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how 
often would I have gathered thee together, as a 
hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and 
ye would not ! Behold, your house is left unto 
you desolate." It has, indeed, been left them 
desolate. The "abomination of desolation" 
has long stood in the holy place, and the city 
of God has for ages been trodden down of the 
Gentiles. But this is the last siege it shall 
sustain. Soon, very soon, shall the feet of the 
unsanctified ones depart from the sacred spot, 
and the audacious fingerer of the ark of God 
shall for ever perish. 

We have now seen the features, the charac- 
ter, and the issue of the approaching war 
amongst the powers of Europe. The details 
of the terrible struggle it is, of course, impos- 
sible to give ; but, from the events which mark 
its progress, we can easily understand that it 
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must involve a time of trouble, such as never 
was upon the earth, and that men's hearts will 
fail them for fear. The carnage, the blood- 
shed, the sufferings, must be beyond all im- 
agination. The din of battle, the shock of 
meeting armies, the crash of falling cities, the 
roar of cannon, the shrieks of the wounded, and 
the groans of the dying, — these things must 
make up scenes surpassing in horror all that the 
earth has previously witnessed. It is a solemn 
thing to anticipate its approach, and the 
solemnity is deepened by the belief that it is 
nigh at hand — so near that any day may in- 
augurate its commencement. The destruction 
of Kome, which forms so prominent a feature 
of the scene, will probably take place about the 
year 1866 ; for it is then, according to general 
calculation, that the final period of 1260 years 
expire. It may not be in that particular year 
that the destruction of the Papacy takes place, 
because we cannot be certain about the exact- 
ness of chronology, or the precise year in which 
the time, times, and half a time began. But 
the variation of the calculation of interpreters 
from the true time cannot be great ; and if not 
1866, then a year very near to it must mtas£& 
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the destruction of Papal Antichrist The war 
itself, however, with all its occurrences, may oc- 
cupy a considerable period of time. From the 
outbreak of hostilities until the establishment of 
Russia's supremacy in Europe, years may 
elapse ; but, let the time be longer or shorter, 
the tide of war eventually leaves Europe, and 
turns eastward to the place appointed by God 
for the final and utter destruction of Antichrist 
In leading his hosts towards Palestine, Russia 
is fulfilling the word of the Lord, as spoken 
through Joel : — " Behold, in those days, and in 
that time, when I shall bring again the cap- 
tivity of Judah and Jerusalem, I will also 
gather all nations, and will bring them down 
into the vqlley of Jehoshaphat, and will plead 
with them there for my people, and for my 
heritage Israel, whom they have scattered 
among the nations, and parted my land." In 
the same way is he accomplishing the vision of 
John. Through the instrumentality of the 
"frog" power which instigated that universal 
European war, whose convulsions have made 
him the one head and leader of despotism, he 
is now gathering the kings of the earth to the 
battle of that great day of God Almighty — to 
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Armageddon, which means the mountain, or 
place of destruction, where the stone cut with- 
out hands shall fall on the feet of the image 
and grind it to powder. 

It is in the valley of Jehoshaphat where this 
great battle is to be determined — the immense 
valley lying on the east side of Jerusalem, and 
separating it from the Mount of Olives. It is a 
deep spacious valley, shut in on one side by the 
precipices of Mount Zion, crowned by the ruins 
of the holy city, and on the other by the steep 
slopes of Olivet. Here, it would seem, the 
concentrated British forces and the legions of 
the autocrat meet to engage in final conflict. 
All feel that it is the battle which is to decide 
the fate of the world, and to determine whether 
despotism or liberty is to triumph. Liberty, 
represented by British strength, seems in 
danger, for the multifarious hosts of despotism 
far outnumber the Anglo-Saxon army. It is 
not unlikely that, in this hour of dire extremity, 
America shall rally round the mother country, 
and send her sons to her help ; but though the 
friends of liberty and human progress muster to 
the full, their numerical strength is but a hand- 
ful compared with the collected legions of AxrtiL- 
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christ. Still the brave Anglo-Saxon heart is 
prepared to face the conflict. The justice of 
their cause — and shall we say their faith in the 
eventual triumph of truth? — sustain them in 
this hour of peril ! Shall we not also hope that, 
as the terrible crisis comes, the British people 
shall have reached a clearer comprehension of 
Scripture prophecy, and be able to put their 
confidence in God, and expect aid from Him ? 
Thus sustained by the knowledge that He that 
is for them is far greater than all those that are 
against them, they shall calmly confront the 
dense masses of the foe, and be ready to per- 
form the work which has been appointed them 
to do. 
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CHAPTER IX 

ARMAGEDDON. 

The second advent of Christ is a future event 
believed in by all Christians ; but regarding the 
time and occasion of it there is a marked and 
important difference of view. On this point 
Christians are divided into two parties — one 
party believing that the second advent shall 
take place at the beginning of the Millennium, 
and the other holding the idea that it does not 
occur till after the close of the thousand years. 
The first of these views is unquestionably 
that which was held by the early Church, and 
was an article of faith in that Church till the 
end of the third, or beginning of the fourth 
century. The second view came to be enter- 
tained at the latter period, and gradually ex- 
tended till it became almost universal. Whether 
or not it was the basis, as some contend, of the 
antichristian system, it was at least incorporated 
vith the Church of Rome, and at tha Tta&T&&- 
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tion was one of the standards of the Papacy. 
The Reformers, whether rightly or wrongly, 
did not consider it to be a false or antichristian 
doctrine, and it was retained by them when 
they threw aside what they understood as the 
errors and corruptions of Rome. 

But, while the Protestant Church did not re- 
turn to the faith of the early Church on this 
point, many individuals, both lay and clerical, 
did revert to the belief in a pre-millennial ad- 
vent, and from the Eeformation till now a small 
party in the Church has clung to that belief. 
By the larger section, they, and the doctrine 
they hold, have always been regarded with 
little favour, and even with no great toleration ; 
but, strong in their conviction, they cling to it 
in the midst of opposition, and defend it by an 
appeal to the Scriptures of truth. 

And this, we have to remark, is the only 
authority for the settlement of the question. It 
is purely a statement of Revelation, not a ques- 
tion of morals, or one which the intellect may 
decide. It rests entirely upon the authority of 
Scripture prophecy, and cannot be intelligently 
believed by any one who does not investigate 
it through this, its source. In our study of 
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Scripture prophecy this important matter has, 
of course, come under our most careful con- 
sideration, and the result is that we have been 
constrained to adopt the pre-millennial view. 
We say constrained, because, at the outset of 
our investigation, we were inclined to hold 
the popular and most prevalent opinion — that 
Christ's second coming would not take place 
till the Millennium was ended. A closer ac- 
quaintance with, and a prolonged study of, the 
subject, shewed us, however, that the whole scope 
of prophecy, as well as numerous individual and 
isolated predictions, pointed to, and declared, the 
second advent as pre-millennial. We are now 
perfectly satisfied that Christ will appear the 
second time at, and for, the destruction of Anti- 
christ, and that the Millennium will be con- 
stituted and characterised by His personal reign 
upon earth. There are difficulties in the way 
of a comprehension of details, but the fact, the 
glorious and momentous fact, seems to us to ad- 
mit of no doubt. There can be no harmony of 
Scripture prophecy apart from it, while its 
adoption establishes a beautiful relation with the 
predictions of all the prophets, makes the unity 
of Scripture prophecy complete, and opens up a 
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sublime and blessed future for this sin-cursed 
earth and our ransomed humanity. 

The next occurrence then, in the order of 
prophecy, is the totally unexpected, the stu- 
pendous and awful, event of Christ's Second 
Coming. The autocrat with his legions on 
one side, and the British power with its sup- 
porters on the other, are drawn up in battle 
array in the valley of Jehoshaphat, and are 
about to engage in the decisive combat, when, 
to their intense and indescribable consternation, 
the trump of the archangel reverberates through 
the sky, and with the voice of ten thousand 
thunders shakes the mountains, and smites 
every soul with awe and terror. The anti- 
christian legions, the British host, the Jewish 
company, shall in dread amazement look up, 
and behold the Son of man coming in the 
clouds of heaven, with power and great glory. 
And then shall emphatically be fulfilled the 
words in the opening chapter of Eevelation : — 
"Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every 
eye shall see him, and they also which pierced 
him : and all kindreds of the earth shall wail 
because of him." 

As it is of the utmost importance to shew that 
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Christ's second advent does occur at this time 
and place, we shall bring the various points of 
Scripture prophecy to bear upon the matter. 

In the various predictions it is expressly de- 
clared that Antichrist and his followers are 
finally destroyed by direct Divine interposition. 
It is no human instrument that effects their 
ultimate and utter overthrow ; but the hand of 
God himself. In Nebuchadnezzar's vision it 
was a stone, cat without hands, that fell upon 
the image and ground it to powder ; and Daniel, 
in his prediction, says, "I beheld till the 
thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of 
days did sit. . . . The judgment was set, and 
the books were opened. I beheld even till the 
beast was slain, and his body given to the 
devouring flame." And again, the same pro- 
phet, at the beginning of the twelfth chapter, 
after describing the conquering career of the 
King of the North, (Russia,) and declaring that 
he shall come to his end, and none shall help 
him, adds, "And at that time shall Michael 
stand up, the great prince which standeth for 
the children of thy people." Ezekiel, likewise, 
in his prediction of the overthrow of Gog, 
(Russia and his hosts,) says, "And it shall 
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come to pass at the same time when Gog shall 
come against the land of Israel, saith the Lord 
God, that my fury shall come up in my face. 
For in my jealousy, and in the fire of my wrath, 
have I spoken, Surely in that day there shall 
be a great shaking in the land of Israel; so 
that the fishes of the sea, and the fowls of the 
heaven, and the beasts of the field, and all 
creeping things that creep upon the earth, and • 
all the men that are upon the face of the earth, 
shall shake at my presence, and the mountains 
shall be thrown down, and the steep places shall 
fall, and every wall shall fall to the ground. 
And I will call for a sword against him through- 
out all my mountains, saith the Lord God: every 
man's sword shall be against his brother. And 
I will plead against him with pestilence and 
with blood ; and I will rain upon him, and 
upon his bands, and upon the many people 
that are with him, an overflowing rain, and 
great hailstones, fire, and brimstone. Thus will 
I magnify myself, and sanctify myself; and 
I will be known in the eyes of many nations ; 
and they shall know that I am the Lord." And 
yet again, John, in the Apocalypse, calls the 
fate of the antichristian nations at Armaged- 
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don, "the battle of that great day of God 
Almighty." 

These quotations could be multiplied, but 
they are sufficient to shew that Antichrist is at 
the last overthrown by no human agency, but 
by a direct and visible, and unmistakable ex- 
ercise of Divine power. All nations shall recog- 
nise it as such, for by it God shall be magnified 
• and sanctified, and they shall know that He is 
the Lord. The next question is, In what form 
shall the Divine power be manifested? The 
answer which Scripture prophecy gives to this 
is, that it shall be in the form of the Son of 
man — Christ Jesus. The apostle John, in his 
vivid and graphic description of the overthrow 
of the beast and the false prophet and their fol- 
lowers, exhibits their destruction as inflicted by 
a rider on a white horse, with the armies of 
heaven following him. This rider is " called 
Faithful and True ; and in righteousness he doth 
judge and make war. His eyes were as a flame 
of fire, and on his head were many crowns ; and 
he had a name written, that no man knew but 
he himself: and he was clothed with a vesture 
dipped in blood: and his name is called The 
Word of God. . . . And out of his mouth goeth 
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a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the 
nations ; and he shall role them with a rod of 
iron: and he treadeth the wine-press of the 
fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And ' 
he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name 
written, KING OF KINGS, AND LOEDOF 
LORDS." And in a previous chapter, where 
the judgment of Antichrist is shadowed forth 
under the figure of the reaping of the earth, he 
says, "And I looked, and behold a white 
cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like unto the 
Son of man , having on his head a golden crown, 
and in his hand a sharp sickle. . . . And he 
thrust in his sickle into the earth, and gathered 
the vine of the earth, and cast it into the great 
wine-press of the wrath of God. And the wine- 
press was trodden without the city, and blood 
came out of the wine-press, even unto the horse 
bridles, by the space of a thousand and six 
hundred furlongs." 

Now, it is elsewhere a matter of prophecy, 
that Christ at His second appearing shall come 
as the Destroyer of His enemies as well as to be 
the Saviour of His people. The hundred and 
tenth Psalm is a very striking prediction of this, 
but we prefer to take the clearer and more ex- 
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press intimations of the New Testament. The 
apostle Paul, in his Second Epistle to the Thes- 
salonians, gives a caution against expecting the 
immediate coming of Christ, reminding those to 
whom he wrote, that this event could not take 
place until the development of the antichristian 
apostasy, or the revelation of that wicked one 
whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit 
of His mouth, and shall destroy with the bright- 
ness of His coming. And in the same epistle, 
" The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven 
with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking 
vengeance on them that know not God, and that 
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ : 
who shall be punished with everlasting destruc- 
tion from the presence of the Lord, and from the 
glory of his power; when he shall come to be 
glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all 
them that believe in that day." And to come 
to a higher authority still. When Jesus sat 
down upon the Mount of Olives, after predicting 
the destruction of Jerusalem, His disciples came 
to Him and asked Him when these things should 
be, and what should be the sign of His coming, 
and the end of the world. He replied, that after 
the destruction of Jerusalem the Jews should be 
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carried away captive into all nations ; and that 
the city should be trodden down of the Gentiles 
until the times of the Gentiles should be ful- 
filled — that is, until Antichrist should rise, 
reign, and be ripe for his doom. At this 
period should come the time of trouble, — the 
European war we have already described, — 
" and then, at that time, shall they see the Son 
of man coming in a cloud, with power and great 
glory." 

Thus Scripture prophecy intimates that 
Christ's second coming shall take place at the 
destruction of Antichrist, and not at the end of 
the Millennium. Armageddon is therefore il the 
last day," and " the end of the world." This 
statement will, no doubt, startle not a few ; still 
we are satisfied that it is the truth, solemn and 
awful though it be. But "the end of the 
world" has not that meaning in Scripture pro- 
phecy which is popularly attached to it. It 
means the end of the antichristian world, and 
not the end of the world at large. The day of 
judgment, so greatly misunderstood, is the day 
of the judgment of Christendom, when the 
enemies of Christ shall by Christ be punished, 
and His faithful followers receive their reward. 
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That judgment excludes the heathen nations 
altogether. They have had no part in the 
gospel dispensation, and their day of account is 
yet future, and shall follow an opportunity of 
grace still more beneficent than has yet been 
vouchsafed to humanity. The judgment to 
take place at Christ's second coming is not the 
final judgment, but the judgment under the 
gospel, and embraces those nations who have 
lived under the gospel light, — those nations 
who have joined the great apostasy, — regarding 
the doings and the doom of which, are all those 
prophecies which we have been endeavouring to 
interpret. 

We are now therefore, in our exposition of 
unfulfilled predictions, brought to the furthest 
boundary of the natural, and to the verge of the 
supernatural. We have reached forward to the 
period when visible relation shall be re-estab- 
lished between heaven and earth, and when 
God through Christ shall inaugurate the next 
and last stage of the world's redemption. The 
spectacle which Armageddon shall present will 
be tremendous and sublime. Paul describes it 
thus : — " The Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the arch- 
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angel, and with the trump of God : and the de* 
in Christ shall rise first : then we which an 
alive and remain shall be caught up togethei 
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in 
the air: and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord." More awful still is the description of 
Peter : — " The day of the Lord will come as a 
thief in the night ; in the which the heavens 
shall pass away with a great noise, and the 
elements shall melt with fervent heat, the 
earth also, and the works that are therein, shall 
be burned up." Then Christ himself, in the 
latter part of the twenty-fifth chapter of Mat- 
thew, presents in detail the awful scene — the 
throne of judgment — the gathered nations — the 
separation of the righteous and the wicked — the 
two sentences — the departure of the wicked into 
punishment, and the entrance of the righteous 
into eternal life. 

Such are the terrible and glorious events 
which are to accompany the destruction of 
Antichrist. Before the expected battle between 
the autocrat and the Anglo-Saxon force is be- 
gun, the crashing sound of the last trumpet 
appals every heart; and every startled eye 
being raised above, is entranced by the sight of 
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Jesus and His angels descending in the clouds 
towards the summit of Mount Olivet. The 
very spot of earth which His feet, His glorious 
feet, shall touch is mentioned in the prophecy. 
It was from the Mount of Olives He ascended, 
and thither He will return. Remember the 
words of the angel, " Te men of Galilee, why 
stand ye gazing up into heaven? This same 
Jesus which is taken from you shall so come 
in like manner as ye have seen him go into 
heaven." This corroborates and interprets the 
prophecy of Zechariah : — " And his feet shall 
stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, 
which is before Jerusalem on the east ; and the 
mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst 
thereof. . . . And the Lord my God shall 
come, and all the saints with thee." That 
same trumpet which strikes terror into the 
hearts of the assembled hosts, penetrates the 
graves of all Christ's people, and they come 
forth to a glorious resurrection. All the 
martyrs who died for the truth — all the wit- 
nesses who were persecuted and slain by Anti- 
christ — all the prophets and the saints who 
testified of Jesus and fell asleep in Him — all 
shall quit their sepulchres, and appear with joy 
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in the presence of their descended Lord. His 
disciples too, who are alive and remain, shall in 
a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, be 
changed from natural to spiritual beings, and 
shall ascend to meet the Lord in the air. He 
knoweth them that are His, and not one shall 
be left behind. There shall be a perfect sepa- 
ration between the sheep and the goats — be- 
tween those who have received and those who 
have rejected Him; and when the cloud of 
living disciples has settled round the Ke- 
deemer's throne, and joined the throng of 
* the risen saints, the supporters of Antichrist 
will be left utterly alone to meet their terrible, 
yet merited, doom. Then shall the prediction 
of Isaiah be fulfilled : — " Behold, the Lord will 
come with fire, and with his chariots like a 
whirlwind, to render his anger with fury, and 
his rebuke with flames of fire. For by fire, and 
by his sword, will the Lord plead with all 
flesh : and the slain of the Lord shall be many." 
Again shall an earthquake shatter the ground, 
and streams of burning lava shall rush up and 
flow into the valley of Jehoshaphat, filling it 
with a lake of fire and brimstone, and engulf- 
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ing in its red waves of retribution all the 
workers of iniquity. 

Let us not dwell on the terrible" scene of 
judgment. It is the just retribution of a 
righteous God, who, for the preservation of 
truth and the sake of righteousness, did afore- 
time destroy the world by a flood. It is for the 
very same gracious purpose that this visitation 
of fire shall be sent ; and far above the smoke of 
the Armageddon battle-field shall resound shouts 
of thanksgiving from the lips of saints and angels, 
who shall exclaim, " We give thee thanks, 
Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and 
art to come ; because thou hast taken to thee 
thy great power$ and hast reigned. And the 
nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and 
the time of the dead, that they should be 
judged, and that thou shouldest give reward 
unto thy servants the prophets, and to the 
saints, and them that fear thy name, small and 
great; and shouldest destroy them which de- 
stroy the earth." 
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CHAPTER X. 

THE KINGDOM OF CHRIST. 

We have now reached the confines of our world's 
glorious future. The dominion of sin and 
Satan is broken, the head of the terrible ser- 
pent of evil is crushed, and humanity made free 
to receive the blessings which Christ purchased 
for it by His death. This glorious future has 
ever been the hope and expectation of man. 
Prophets have predicted it, poets have sung of 
it ; it has ever been the traditionary faith of 
heathen barbarism, the intellectual faith of phi- 
losophers and sages, and the living faith of 
Christian hearts. It has been looked for and 
longed for ever since Eden was lost. Human- 
ity has never despaired of it ; it has gilded the 
prospect of all generations, and been the stay and 
comfort of hearts sorrowing over the iniquity and 
suffering of a sinful race and a sin-cursed earth. 
This glorious future has its due place in the 
world's history, its " set time" to dawn, its con- 
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stitution and characteristics. It is the king- 
dom of Christ, the kingdom promised Him by 
the Father as the reward of His sufferings and 
death. It is His universal, righteous, holy king- 
dom, over all the earth animate and inanimate. 
As the whole creation was cursed by man's fall, 
so it shall be blessed in man's redemption, and 
become the suitable theatre of the Saviour's 
reign. That reign in its nature and character 
we have now to consider, gathering these still 
from the same source — Scripture prophecy. 

In the vision of Nebuchadnezzar, the stone 
which smote the image became a great mountain, 
and filled the whole earth. And the following 
is Daniel's interpretation of this figure : — " In 
the days of these kings shall the God of heaven 
set up a kingdom, which shall never be de- 
stroyed : and the kingdom shall not be left to 
other people, but it shall break in pieces and 
consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand 
for ever." Then Daniel in his own vision saw, 
at the destruction of the antichristian powers, 
" one like unto the Son of man, who came with 
the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of 
days, and they brought him near before him. 
And there was given him dominion, and glory, 
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and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and 
languages, should serve him : his dominion is 
an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass 
away, and his kingdom that which shall qot be 
destroyed." 

It is at this stage then, at the destruction of 
Antichrist, that Christ's visible kingdom is set 
up in the world. At present He is seated with 
God the Father on His throne, the throne of uni- 
versal empire. He is seated there, waiting for 
His own promised kingdom, which is prepared 
from the foundation of the world. When He 
ascended on high, carrying captivity captive, 
the Lord said unto Him, u Sit thou on my right 
hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool." 
And His enemies being made His footstool, by 
being gathered and concentrated at Armaged- 
don, He delivers up the kingdom where He 
now reigns to God the Father, and descends to 
crush His foes, and assume His rightful king- 
dom on earth — a kingdom that is universal and 
eternal — a kingdom which is His alike by in- 
heritance and conquest — a kingdom which em- 
braces the " restitution of all things," the banish- 
ment of Satan, the willing obedience of all na- 
tions, the recovery of the earth from the curse, 
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and the progress of humanity according to the 
Divine purpose. 

The kingdom of Christ on earth, though uni- 
versal in its extent and spiritual in its character, 
has necessarily a territorial centre, a national 
order, and political and social aspects. It will 
have for its territorial centre the restored king- 
dom of Israel. Christ is peculiarly " the King 
of the Jews ;" and the majority of Old Testament 
prophecies, with several New Testament pre- 
dictions, give to His kingdom a significant 
Jewish character. In the passage from Ezekiel, 
quoted at page 104, it is said that the kingdom 
to be established after the restoration, is to be 
governed by " David my servant," " one king 
shall be king unto them all ;" " and my servant 
David shall be their prince for ever." And again 
God by this prophet says, " I will set up one 
Shepherd over them, and he shall feed them, 
even my servant David ; he shall feed them, and 
he shall be their shepherd. And I the Lord will 
be their God, and my servant David a printe 
among them : I the Lord have spoken it." 
Hosea likewise depicts their present national 
desolation, and subsequent reorganisation under 
Christ : — " The children of Israel shall abide 
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many days without a king, and without a prince, 
and without a sacrifice, and without an image, 
and without an aphod, and without teraphim. 
Afterwards shall the children of Israel return, 
and seek the Lord their God, and David their 
king ; and shall fear the Lord and his good- 
ness in the latter days." And this prediction 
too, which is generally quoted in a universal 
sense, has an original reference to the Hebrew 
monarchy, u I will overturn, overturn, overturn 
it : and it shall be no more, until he come whose 
right it is ; and I will give it him." 

That all these predictions refer to Christ and 
His reign on David's throne, is confirmed beyond 
all doubt by New Testament passages. When 
the angel Gabriel was sent to Mary to intimate 
the birth of a Divine Son, he prophesied of Him 
thus : — " He shall be great, and shall be called 
the Son of the Highest ; and the Lord God 
shall give unto him the throne of his father 
David: and he shall reign over the house of 
Jacob for ever ; and of his kingdom there shall 
be no end." And did not the chief priests and 
the scribes of the people, when asked by Herod 
where Christ should be born, answer with a 
quotation from the prophet Micah? — "And thou, 
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Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, are not the 
least among the princes of Juda : for out of 
thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my 
people Israel." Herod knew well that if it were 
true what had been told him, that Christ was 
born, this Christ was the King of the Jews ; 
though, like the whole mass of his countrymen, 
he misapprehended the character of the king- 
dom He would set up, and the time of its estab- 
lishment. Hence his desire to put the infant 
Jesus to death, vainly imagining that by so do- 
ing he would falsify Old Testament prediction. 
Here, too, lay the secret of the enmity and hatred 
cherished by the priests and scribes towards 
Christ. Since He claimed to be the Messiah, He 
must also claim to be their King, for the one 
involved the other. Yet Jesus himself said 
nothing about His being the heir of David's 
royal line, and the King who should sit upon his 
throne, till Pilate plainly put the question to 
Him, — " Art thou the King of the Jews ? art 
thou a king?" and Jesus answered, "I am. 
To this end was I born, and for this cause came 
I into the world, that I should bear witness 
unto the truth." He was there at that time, 
not to enter upon His kingdom, but to bear 
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witness to the truth, that He was the King that 
should reign. " My kingdom," He said, " is 
not of this world;" as if He had said, "This 
world is given over to the powers of evil, my 
kingdom is not contemporary with these. It is 
not of this world, but of the world to come ; and 
when this world is brought to an end, then shall 
my kingdom be set up." And so He died with 
the prophetic inscription above His head, written 
in the three principal languages of " the world" 
to which He referred,—" JESUS OF NAZ- 
AKETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS." 
When Christ comes in His glory then, and 
shall have destroyed Antichrist, He will in- 
augurate His universal kingdom by the restora- 
tion of the Jewish monarchy, making Jerusalem 
and Palestine the territorial centre of His un- 
limited dominion. The Jews scattered abroad 
over the earth will hail Him as their King, for 
He shall come just as they expect He shall come 
— in glory and majesty, as the Destroyer of their 
enemies, and the Redeemer of their country. 
But with what astonishment and sorrow and 
repentance shall they learn that He who has at 
length come as their Messiah, is the same who 
came to their fathers, and was by them cruci- 
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fied, — the same Jesus of Nazareth, whom for 
eighteen hundred years they have rejected with 
scorn, and loathed and vilified ! The remnant 
of Jews who shall be in Jerusalem at His ad- 
vent, after their joyous welcome of hosannahs, 
shall notice the scars of the cross, and one more 
bold than the rest shall ask Him, " What are 
these wounds in thine hands ?" Then shall He 
answer, " Those with which I was wounded in 
the house of my friends." This reply will 
prove like a nail-driven by a hammer into a sure 
place, it will tear away the veil from their hearts. 
And then shall they understand all their ingrati- 
tude, their perverseness, and the magnitude of 
their sin. " They shall look upon Him whom 
they have pierced, and shall mourn for Him as 
one mourneth for his only son ; and shall be in 
bitterness for Him as one that is in bitterness for 
his first-born. In that day shall there be a great 
mourning in Jerusalem; and the land shall 
mourn, all the families that remain, every family 
apart, and their wives apart." Those also which 
are scattered througKout the world shall learn that 
the Deliverer who has come to Zion is the Christ 
in whom they would not believe, and they too 
shall sorrow and mourn, and shall come, " they 
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and the children of Judah together, going and 
weeping : they shall go, and seek the Lord their 
God. They shall ask the way to Zion, with their 
faces thitherward, saying, Come, and let us join 
ourselves to the Lord in a perpetual covenant 
that shall not be forgotten." And so they shall 
come to Jerusalem and prostrate themselves 
before their Divine King, who will be merciful 
to their unrighteousness, and will remember 
their sins and their iniquities no more, and shall 
say unto them, " I, even I, am he that blotteth 
out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and 
will not remember thy sins. . . . Fear not, 
Jacob, my servant ; and thou, Jesurun, whom I 
have chosen. For I will pour water upon him 
that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground: 
I will pour my Spirit upon thy seed, and my 
blessing upon thine offspring." 

The full restoration of the Jews will be 
among the earliest events of the millennial 
reign. They shall then return as a people to 
their own land, to be formed into a nation, and 
become, as it were, the metropolitan portion of 
Christ's universal kingdom. The commission 
will go forth for their recall. The Saviour " will 
say to the north, Give up j and to the south, 
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Keep not back : bring my sons from far, and 
my daughters from the ends of the earth." 
Britain shall work with the greatest zeal and 
alacrity in this great work. Her special com- 
mission in regard to it is contained in the 
eighteenth chapter of Isaiah : — " Ho ! * to the 
land shadowing with wings, which is beyond 
the rivers of Ethiopia : that sendeth ambassa- 
dors by the sea, even in vessels of bulrushes 
upon the waters, saying, Go, ye swift mes- 
sengers, to a nation scattered and peeled, to a 
people terrible from their beginning hitherto ; a 
nation meted out and trodden down, whose land 
the rivers have spoiled ! " " In that time shall 
the present be brought unto the Lord of hosts 
of a people scattered and peeled, and from a 
people terrible from their beginning hitherto ; a 
nation meted out and trodden under foot, whose 
land the rivers have spoiled, to the place of the 
name of the Lord of hosts, the mount Zion." 
" Thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I will lift up 
mine hand to the Gentiles, and set up my 
tandard to the people : and they shall bring, 
thy sons in their arms, and thy daughters shall 
* All commentators are agreed that the original Hebrew 
word should be rendered Ho ! and not Woe, as it is in our 
translation. 
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be carried upon their shoulders." " Surely the 
isles shall wait for me, and the ships of Tar- 
shish [Britain] first, to bring thy sons from 
far, their silver and their gold with them, unto 
the name of the Lord thy God, and to the Holy 
One of Israel, because he hath glorified thee." 

And then shall Jerusalem be made a praise 
in the whole earth, and the place of the Re- 
deemer's feet be glorious. The waste and de- 
solate city shall be built up, and the temple 
re-erected in more than its ancient splendour. 
The shame and reproach of the Jews shall 
cease ; the Gentiles, who have so long despised 
them, shall vie with each other in doing them 
honour ; and Palestine, now deserted and deso- 
late, shall become the centre of the world's 
admiration — the metropolitan district of the 
universal kingdom of Jesus, whose dominion 
shall extend "from sea to sea, and frofn the 
rivers unto the ends of the earth." 

The government of Christ's kingdom will be 
administered by His saints — the dead whom 
He raised, and the living whom He changed at 
His appearing. This is their reward — they "in- 
herit the kingdom " and reign with Christ. John 
says, " I saw thrones, and they sat upon them. 
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and judgment was given unto them : and I saw 
the souls of them that were beheaded for the 
witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and 
which had not worshipped the beast, neither 
his image, neither had received his mark upon 
their foreheads, or in their hands; and they 
lived and reigned with Christ a thousand 
years." This is the hope of glory which ani- 
mated the Christians of the early Church : — " If 
we suffer with him, we shall also reign with 
him." This was Christ's own promise to His 
disciples : — " Verily I say unto you, That ye 
which have followed me, in the regeneration 
when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of 
his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel." "Be 
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a 
crown of life." " To him that overcometh will 
I grant to sit with me on my throne, even as I 
also overcame, and am sat down with my 
Father on his throne." Hark to the new song 
of the living creatures and the elders, as they 
bow before the Lamb : — u Thou are worthy to 
take the book, and to open the seals thereof: 
for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to 
God by thy blood out of every kindred, and 
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tongue, and people, and nation ; and hast made 
us unto our God kings and priests : and we shall 
reign on the earth." According to the measure 
of their Christian attainment shall be the great- 
ness and power conferred upon the saints — the 
little flock to whom the Father in His good 
pleasure shall give the kingdom. He that has 
gained ten talents shall rule over ten cities ; and 
he that has gained five, over five cities ; and he 
that has been faithful over a few things shall be 
made ruler over many things. Then shall the 
meek inherit the earth ; then shall the righteous 
shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Then "they that be wise shall shine as 
the brightness of the firmament ; and they that 
turn many to righteousness, as the stars for 
ever and ever." 

Such are the rulers of Christ's kingdom, and its 
subjects are the now heathen nations of the earth. 
By the destruction of Antichrist, Christ shall 
be magnified and glorified and sanctified in the 
eyes of the heathen, and by it they shall know 
that God is the Lord. The remnant of the 
nations, where Antichrist reigned, will be the 
first to own the sway of Jesus, and shall prove 
the people who are willing in the day of His 



The Kingdom of Christ 175 

power, for it is declared that "it shall come 
to pass, that every one that is left of all the 
nations which came against Jerusalem shall 
even go up from year to year to worship the 
King, the Lord of hosts, and to keep the feast 
of tabernacles." But Christ is to have the 
heathen for His inheritance, and the uttermost 
parts of the earth for His possession. "All the 
ends of the world shall remember and turn unto 
the Lord : and all the kindreds of the nations 
shall worship before thee. For the kingdom is 
the Lord's : and he is the governor among the 
nations." The dominion given to Christ, in 
Daniel's vision, was a dominion, and glory, 
and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and 
languages should serve Him. When the 
seventh angel sounded, there were great voices 
in heaven, saying, "The kingdoms of this 
world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, 
and of his Christ ; and he shall reign for ever 
and ever." €i And it shall come to pass in the 
last days, that the mountain of the Lord's 
house shall be established in the top of the 
mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; 
and all nations shall flow unto it. And many 
people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go 
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up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of 
the God of Jacob ; and he will teach us of his 
ways, and we will walk in his paths? for out of 
Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the 
Lord from Jerusalem." 

The conversion of the heathen to Christianity 
shall not be effected before the destruction of 
Antichrist and the second coming of Christ 
Missionaries have done not a little to spread the 
gospel over those dark places of the earth which 
are full of the habitations of horrid cruelty, and 
here and there they have seen fruit following 
their labours. But looked at, generally, the 
impression which gospel truth has made upon 
the heathen world has been of the very faintest 
description. It has gilded with a ray or two 
the edge of these benighted regions of the globe ; 
but beyond this infinitesimal illumination, the 
darkness of heathendom remains unbroken and 
profound. If a map of the world were taken 
and coloured black and white, according to the 
heathen and the Christian portions of it, what 
an immense proportion of black would be 
shewn! The opponents of Christianity have 
used this fact as an argument against its power 
and its claims. "This," they say to its be- 
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lievers — " this is the system of truth which you 
tell us is to regenerate the world and subvert all 
other religious systems. Yet, after an existence 
of eighteen hundred years, it has made itself 
very little known beyond the confines of 
Europe." Now, though this be true, it is yet 
no argument against the high claims of Chris- 
tianity. The agency now employed for the 
conversion of the heathen, is not the agency 
that is to effect their general conversion. The 
gospel dispensation belongs properly to the 
Koman world. It was the Roman world into 
which Christ sent His apostles, commanding 
them to teach all nations there — baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost, promising to be with them 
always by His Spirit, even to the end of that 
world. But His universal kingdom refers to 
another world, — to a world to come after the 
Eoman world should be destroyed, — to a world 
embracing the whole earth and all the regions 
of heathendom. Britain is the only portion of 
heathendom which has been Christianised 
during the gospel dispensation; but this has 
been due to her nearness to the Roman world, 
and to the fact that she became for a short time 
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a Roman province. Her conversion was also 
necessary, to make her the antagonist of Anti- 
christ ; and it is worthy of note, that it is Britain 
chiefly that has made efforts to convert the 
heathen. A strong sympathy, born not alone 
of a sense of Christian duty, has incited this 
country to send the gospel to the benighted 
tribes of heathendom. These noble and praise- 
worthy efforts shall not result in the issue ex- 
pected; but they have planted the standard of 
the Cross on every shore, and made heathen 
ears familiar with the name that is above every 
name, — the name at which they shall yet bow 
the knee, and lowly worship. Under the dis- 
pensation of the law, the Jews had their day of 
visitation ; under the dispensation of the gospel, 
the Gentiles enjoy their day of grace: but the 
third and final dispensation of the kingdom 
shall embrace Jew and Gentile, barbarian, 
Scythian — bond and free ; for then the know- 
ledge of the Lord shall cover the earth as the 
waters cover the sea, and no one shall require 
to say to his brother, Know the Lord, for all shall 
know Him, from the least even to the greatest. 
There is no reason to suppose that the uni- 
versality and completeness of Christ's autho- 
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rity will be based upon compulsory subjection. 
His people shall be willing in the day of His 
power. The removal of evil, and the opera- 
tion of good influences, will bring humanity to 
Christ, its natural centre. We are told that 
Satan is to be bound. We may take this as an 
intimation that there will be no longer a tempta- 
tion to evil through deception. Satan at the 
first obtained his influence over man by deceiv- 
ing him as to the nature of evil, — causing him 
to believe that evil would produce good. And 
he has maintained his power over the race pre- 
cisely on this principle. Man has never been 
so far lost as to follow evil, knowing it to be 
evil, and knowing that it was certain to produce 
evil to him. He has always adopted it, believing 
that it would bring good. The deception has 
been sad and melancholy enough, still it has 
been deception, and Satan has been his deceiver 
as well as his tempter. The binding of Satan 
will therefore reveal evil to man. It will no 
longer appear to him with a promise of good. 
He will see it to be destructive to his nature, 
and feel it as the enemy of his peace and com- 
fort. Then, on the other hand, he shall be sur- 
rounded with Christian influences, and will be 
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enabled to see the grandeur and beauty of holi- 
ness. He will understand that the wants of his 
being — which he has all along tried to satisfy 
with that which only made these wants deeper 
— are to be met and answered by Christ, and he 
will therefore turn to Him as his friend and 
King. Thus, "many nations shall be joined to 
the Lord in that day, and shall be His people ; 
so shall He sprinkle many nations. The kings 
shall shut their mouths at Him, for that which 
hath not been told them shall they see, and that 
which they had not heard shall they consider." 
The light of truth shining from Zion will illu- 
minate the darkness of heathendom, and the 
inner darkness of the soul will no longer reject 
the streaming light. The idols will be cast to 
the moles and the bats, superstition and ig- 
norance will no longer shut up the avenues of 
the understanding, but heart and mind will 
come under the unrestrained operation of Divine 
truth, and the word of the Lord shall have free 
course and be glorified. 

The character of Christ's kingdom shall be 
befitting its glorious constitution and infinite 
purpose of love and mercy. Being a kingdom 
of righteousness, it shall also be a kingdom 
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of peace. These, too, shall indeed be its lead- 
ing characteristics, and from them shall flow 
human progress, and development, in all that is 
good, and beautiful, and true. The predictions 
regarding this blessed kingdom of Christ on 
earth are among the most sublime passages of 
inspiration. The hearts of the prophets seem 
to kindle with joy, and glow with rapture, 
when they touch the theme ; and the grandeur 
of image and metaphor with which they paint 
the scene is something wonderful. They all 
revel in it ; David and Isaiah, and all the later 
seers, love to depict these glorious times, and 
tell of the rest, and happiness, and glory which, 
under the reign of Christ, the earth shall enjoy. 
u Behold, a King shall reign in righteousness, 
and princes shall rule in judgment. And a 
man shall be as an hiding-place from the wind, 
and a covert from the tempest; as rivers of water 
in a dry place, as the shadow of a great rock in 
a weary land. . . . Then judgment shall dwell 
in the wilderness, and. righteousness remain in 
the fruitful field. And the work of righteous- 
ness shall be peace ; and the effect of righteous- 
ness, quietness and assurance for ever. And 
my people shall dwell in a peaceful habitation, 
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and in sure dwellings, and in quiet resting- 
' places." " Unto us a child is born, unto us 
a Son is given : and the government shall be 
upon his shoulder : and his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The 
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of 
the increase of his government and peace there 
shall be no end." " The mountains shall bring 
peace to the people, and the little hills, by 
righteousness. He shall judge the poor of the 
people, he shall save the children of the needy, 
and shall break in pieces the oppressors. ... In 
his days shall the righteous flourish; and abund- 
ance of peace so long as the moon endureth. 
He shall have dominion from sea to sea, and 
from the river unto the ends of the earth. . . . 
His name shall endure for ever : his name shall 
be continued as long as the sun: and men 
shall be blessed in him : all nations shall call 
him blessed." 

It is, of course, impossible to imagine the 
greatness, the glory, and the prosperity of the 
world under the Kingdom of Christ; but this 
we do know, that all that now degrades and 
mars a government, and oppresses and tarnishes 
a people, shall be unknown. There shall be no 
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slavery, nor war, nor political corruption, for all 
"the officers shall be peace, and the exactors* 
righteousness." But this material beauty, gran- 
deur, and prosperity shall be nothing more than 
the shadow of the spiritual blessings of the 
Divine Kingdom. This is no more than the 
platform for man's regenerated and elevated 
nature rising up towards its Divine source. 
All that is good and worthy in civilisation shall 
be preserved and incorporated with the progress 
of truth and knowledge, under the nobler con- 
ditions. Art and science will open their trea- 
sures to the righteous students who shall then 
seek after them ; humanity shall work then as 
now, but with less labour and more success ; 
natural capacity shall not be hindered by sin ; 
truth shall be sought for more intelligently, and 
contemplated with a clearer vision ; all things 
shall assume their just proportions. Man, being 
in harmony with God, shall be in harmony 
with creation, and with the limitless sphere of 
truth, and he shall no longer have to grapple 
with error which sin has caused. The true 
souls of the race shall then undergo a delight- 
ful discipline of wisdom and strength, being 
true to the nature God has given them, and 
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reaching towards the measure of the stature of 
the fulness of Christ. And the spring of all feel- 
ing, and thought, and action, shall be Love. 
Love, being Christ's very essence, and the spring 
and centre of all being, shall act as the universal 
harmonist, shedding beauty and light and glory 
everywhere ; forming the key-note of the eternal 
music, and dwelling as an omnipresent fountain 
of life, direct from God in the soul of man. 
Thus, purified from sin and filled with the pre- 
sence and the power of holiness, this earth with 
the humanity dwelling upon it shall, under the 
dominion of Christ, rise to its place in the uni- 
verse of worlds ; and, after the lapse of ages, 
join anew in the song of worship and praise 
which a loyal creation raises continually round 
the throne of Jehovah. 
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CHAPTER XL 

THE LAST THINGS OF PROPHECY. 

Very few of the prophets extend their pre- 
dictions beyond the kingdom of Christ — that 
is, beyond the thousand years of which the 
apostle John speaks in his minuter and more 
detailed prophecy. Christ's kingdom is, indeed, 
perpetual and eternal; but there are certain 
events to occur, after it has been a thousand 
years in existence, which mark an epoch, be- 
tween the Millennium and the eternity beyond, 
when there is no future, and therefore no pro- 
phecy. Of this interval, and these events, John 
alone speaks ; all the rest are silent regarding 
them ; and but for the vision given to the apostle 
in Patmos, we should have known nothing con- 
cerning them. 

At the end of the thousand years there is to 
be another, and final, outbreak of evil. Satan 
is to be loosed out of his prison, " and shall go 
out to deceive the nations which are in the four 
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quarters of the earth." This is a mysterious 
occurrence, and is a part of the mystery of evil 
generally — a mystery which philosophers in all 
ages have tried to solve, but which has not re- 
ceived a satisfactory explanation ; and probably 
never will, till man has ceased to see through a 
glass darkly, and has come to know^ even as 
also he is known. Doubtless, evil in actual ex- 
istence comes from the possibility of evil, which 
possibility is the result of a moral and spiritual 
necessity. And we may be very sure that it 
shall be so when, at the end of a thousand 
years, Satan is released, and the possibility oc- 
curs of his influence being again exercised on 
the inhabitants of the earth. That influence 
shall again be only too successful, for we are 
told that out of the nations another army of Gog 
and Magog shall again arise, whose number is 
like the sand of the sea, and that they shall 
come against the holy city, when fire shall come 
down from heaven and devour them. At the 
same time the devil, who deceived them, shall 
be cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, 
which a thousand years before received the 
beast and the false prophet, there to remain 
for ever. 
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Then comes the sublime spectacle of the 
second resurrection and final judgment. This 
general judgment will not "be universal. It 
will not extend to the saints who have 
reigned with Christ during the thousand 
years — those who were raised at His ap- 
pearing^ and His living saints who were 
changed. But the second resurrection and last 
judgment shall apply to all the wicked, and to 
those who have died during the thousand, years. 
There is no reason to suppose that there will 
be no death during the Millennium. The na- 
tions who are to be the subjects of Christ's 
kingdom, and ruled over by the saints, will, it 
appears, live according to nature, and at length 
die of age, for it is said that " the infant shall 
die an hundred years old." But when the 
time of final judgment comes, they shall all be 
raised, to be judged according to their works. 
And those of them whose names are written in 
the book of life, shall be saved from the second 
death. 

This dread scene of reward and retribution 
accomplishes the final and eternal extinction of 
evil, and is followed by " the new heavens and 
the new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness." 
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s Some interpreters suppose that the whole of 
the twenty-first, and the first five verses of the 
twenty-second chapter of the Revelation, is a 
description of the Millennium, and that, in point 
of time, they should come in between the sixth 
and seventh verses of the twentieth chapter. 
After a careful examination, we are Qf a dif- 
ferent opinion. The new heavens and earth 
refer to Christ's kingdom in its eternal state, 
and are in many essential respects different 
from the state of matters during the thousand 
years. That is a period of restoration, but this 
is a state of re-creation. During the thousand 
years the ravages of sin will be repaired, the 
curse will be removed from the earth, and Je- 
rusalem shall be rebuilt. For, says Isaiah, 
"They shall build the old wastes, they shall 
raise up the former desolations, and they shall 
repair the waste cities and desolations of many 
generations." But the Jerusalem here spoken 
of as descending from God out of heaven, is 
the new Jerusalem. " And he that sat upon 
the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. 11 
It is a new heaven and a new earth, and there 
is no more sea. But perhaps the most conclu- 
sive evidence that the passage is descriptive of 
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a scene subsequent to the final judgment, arises 
from the fact stated, that " there shall be no 
more death." Now, from the words of Isaiah 
just quoted, we find that there shall be death, 
a truth which we also learn from the character 
of the final judgment itself. If there were no 
death during the Millennium, then the last re- 
surrection would be composed of the wicked 
only. But we are told that when the books are 
opened, another book is opened, which is the 
book of life ^ and that some of the dead have their 
names written there. Who are they ? We 
know that, at the first resurrection, all the dead 
in Christ shall arise, and that the wicked only 
shall be left in their graves ; yet, at the final 
resurrection, we find heirs of life rising, which 
can refer only to those who have died during 
the thousand years, obedient and faithful sub- 
jects of Christ's kingdom. 

It is subsequent to the final judgment, then, 
that the new heaven and new earth are created, 
and that the new Jerusalem comes down from 
God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned 
for her husband. This is the very last subject 
of prophecy, for it ushers in the glorious eter- 
nity, where all prophecy shall fail, where the 
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absence of sin shall constitute an everlasting 
present fpr the people of God, and where the 
love of God shall be realised to the full, shed- 
ding upon and through alj redeemed and glori- 
fied souls a blessedness which can neither want 
nor contain a future of hope or expectation. 
Where there is no curst, nor sorrow, nor crying, 
nor pain, — where hunger and thirst are unknown, 
— there can be no room for prophecy. Pro- 
phecy relates to sin and suffering,, judgment, 
punishment, and times of refreshing from the 
presence of the Lord ; but when tvil has given 
place to perfect holiness, the conditions and 
relations of prophecy shall be gone, and men 
along with angels shall dwell in an eternal 
NOW of blessedness and joy. There shall be 
no veil, no darkness, no obscurity. "There 
shall be no night there ; and they need no candle, 
neither light of the sun; for the Lord God 
giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever 
and ever." 

These are the final words of Scripture pro- 
phecy. The verses that follow contain sen- 
tences of practical use — sentences of warning, 
of exhortation, and promise, the key-note of 
which is contained in the verse, "Behold, I 
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come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the 
sayings of the prophecy of this book." If this 
solemn, warning intimation was applicable at 
the time the revelation was given, how much 
more applicable is it now, when the revelation 
is almost entirely fulfilled. " Behold, I come as 
a thief: blessed is he that watcheth and keep- 
eth his garments." " Behold, I come quicklyj 
and my reward is with me, to give every man 
according as his work shall be." This is the 
great object of prophecy, to prepare the earth 
and its inhabitants for the coming of the Lord. 
Oh that Britain as. a nation, and the inhabit- 
ants thereof as individuals, would realise the 
universal supremacy of Christian duty, and the 
importance of Christian practice! To be on 
Christ's side, and to prepare for Christ's coming, 
is the grand purpose of our national and indi- 
vidual existence. Header, if you will not believe 
that the end of the world is at hand, and that 
Christ shall soon come in the clouds of heaven, 
do this at least : live so that His coming shall 
be to you a glad, and not a sorrowful surprise. 
The life that you now live in the flesh, live 
by the faith of the Son of God. Labour to 
have Antichrist destroyed within you and 
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around you. %Place Jesus on.the throne of your 
heart. Let Him rute feid reign there now, and 
when He does cqppe Jfp shall come unto His 
own. iftclltoe the sutfj&t of His invisible and 
spiritual kingdom, and when His visible empire, 
which i$*i|p necessary material expression and 
fullest consummation, is established on the hill 
of Ziorf, it sha^I* matter little, ^at you looked 
'£r no'^uch advent. The grand thing for you 

* is toAaVfc your loins girt and your lamp burn- 
ing^ so that when the cry is raised at midnight, 
" Lo*the rtidegrodni cometh I " ye shall lie able, 
with fojful amazenynt, tago out to meet Him, 
an|j. #el come Him%s your dearest Friend from 

.a* far connl^ whose coming you thought not 
of, but'*iAose unexpected presence fills your 
heart \fttii joy. 

And so shall yoUf.be ever with the Lord. 
You shall eijtqr iptyHis joy; you shall reign 
with Him in fl&is* kingdom; ^ou shall follow 
the Lamb whitnerspever He goeth,«and He 
shall lead you unto living fountainlwf waters, 
and God shall 4(ipe awav all tears from your 
eyes. 5W : - 
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HftrJk^l i Ami} 
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